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Iſa. xxviii. 9, 10. For them chat are weaned from 
the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts, Precept 


muſt be upon Precept, Line upon Line, here a little 
and there a little, 


1 Cor, iii. 2. I have fed you with Milk and not 


with Meat, for ye were not able to bear it. 
1 Cor. xiv. 9. Except ye utter by the Tongue Words 
eaſy to be ak ye ſpall ſpeak in the Air. 
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5 Chriſtian Friends, beloved in our Lord, 


CNINCE you make a ſolemn Pro- 
8 feſſion of the Religion of Chriſt, 
and build your Hopes of a happy 
Eternity upon it, I am well perſuaded it 
is the Deſire of your Souls that your Fa- 
milies ſhould be trained up in the Practice 
of the ſame Religion, and become Heirs 
of eternal Happineſs together with your- 
ſelves. For this End you engage their 
| A 2 Atten- 


ir J 
Attendance on public Worſhip; butyour 
Miniſters have little Hope of obtaining 
this End by all their public Labours, 
unleſs you join to aſſiſt them with your 
private Inſtructions and Prayers. 

Even when we addreſs our Diſcourſes 
to the Joung, we can do it but in general 
Language; but you have ſome Tpecial 
Advantages with Regard to thoſe of your 
own Houſe: There are many Opportu- 
nities which you may ſeize to promote 


| this pious Work; many tender Moments 


of Addreſs wherein you may apply your- 
ſclvcs in a more particular Manner to the 
Urertandingsand tothe Conſciences of 


your Children, in order to fix the great 


Docrines and Duties of Chriſtianity up- 
on their Memory and their Heart. 
1 need not inform you, for you are well 
apprized of this great Truth, that the 
Foundationofall Religion is laid in Know- 
ledge. We muſt not worſhip an unknown 
God, nor pay him Service without Under- 
ftanding. Ipreſume therefore thatyoutake 


due Care and Pains to inſtruct your Chil- 
dren in their early Years in the chief 
Principles of our holy Religion; and I 
would hope that while you make them 
learn that full and comprehenſive Form 
of Inſtruction ; called the Afembly's ſhorter 
Catechiſm, 


E 


Catechiſm, you endeavour to inform them 

of the Meaning of every Sentence, that 
they may not learn Words by rote with- 
out knowing what they mean. 


And yet L beg leave to inquire of you, 


my Friends, after all your Labours, whe- 


ther you can find that your Children 
take in the Senſe of thoſe Queſtions and 
Aniwers in the Years of Infancy and 


Childhood, when you impreſs the Words 
upon their Memory? Do they pronounce 


the Anſwers in ſuch a Manner as though 
they underſtood the Meaning of them? 
May I be permitted yet furt her to in- 
quire concerning yourſelves when you 
learned this Catechiſm in your younger 
Years, Did you underſtand all thoſe Sen- 


tences and Expreſſions, when perhaps you 


could readily repeat them by heart? lam 


| perſuaded you have made ſome Obſerva- 
tions upon your own Experience, both in 


learning and in teaching the Things of 
God: Surely you are convinced it 1s fat 


better that Children ſhould be inſtructed 


in the important Principles of their Duty 
and Happineſs, in ſuch a Way, as may 


lead them to underſtand the Words which 


they learn to pronounce. Have not 


many of you often wiſhed for ſome eaſier 


and ſhorter Forms of Knowledge, whercoy 
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your Children might have fome Senſe of 


divine Things, and early Religion let | 
into their Minds, in a Way more ſuited 
to their feeble Capacities ? 

Far be it from me to take out of your 
Hands that valuable Catechiſmof the Af 


 ſembly of Dromes: 1 am not going to 


perſuade you to lay aſide the Ule of it in 

your Families; but only to render the 
Work of inſtructing your Children and 
Servants more eaſy and more ſucceſsful. 
I would fain propoſe to you a Method 
whereby Children, whocannotunderſtand 
the Anſwers of that Catechiſm, may yet 
have their tender Minds furniſhed and 
impreſſed with the Things of God and 
their Salvation betimes, and that they 
may be better prepared for uſing that 
Catechiſm with greater Advantage when 
they are farther advanced in Age and 
Knowledge, and when their Minds are 
better fitted to receive the deeper Senſe 


therein contained. This is what a Mul- 


titude of private Chriſtians have deſired, 
and that not only for the Uſe of their 

Children, but of their Servants alſo, and 
for the firſt Inſtruction of any of the 
more ignorant Parts of Mankind. This 
is what many Miniſters have attempted 
even ſince the mers & s Catechiſm was 


written : 5 


cis WW. ork to any Principle of Ambition, 


(1 


' written : This is what I have been often 


ſolicited to undertaketheſe twenty Years, 
by ſeveral Miniſters and private Chriſ- 
tians: And this, my Friends, is the Bu- 


ſineſs and Deſign of the little Book which 


I here preſent you. Though I will not 
pretend or preſume to write Catechiſms 


i for all the World, yet I think I do not 


extend my Studies and Cares beyond my 
proper Province, when I take Pains to 


aſlſiſt you in the Inſtruction of your Fa- 


milies. If any other Chriſtian Families 
think proper to make ule of theſe lain 
Forms of Inſtruction, I heartily wiſh they 
may find all the deſired Succeſs. 

If it ſhould be inquired how I came to 
ſet about this Work now, after ſo long 


- Solicitations and Delays, I will tell you 
freely, that while I was writing the Trea- 


tiſe of Education which I promiſed the 
World ſome time ago, I found this Work 
of Catechiſing came in neceſſarily as a Part 
of it: And finding it grow too large for 
a Chapter in that Treatiſe, 1 ſeparated it 
from the reſt, and have thus prepared it 


to be publiſhed by itſelf before the other 


1s finiſhed. 


I believe you will heartily agree to ) do 
me ſo much Juſtice, as not to impute 


or 


3 


t 1 


or to ſuppoſe that a vain Deſire of Glory 


amongſt Men has tempted me to frame 


an ABC for Children. 1 well know that 


ſome of my particular Friends imagine 


my Time is employed in too mean a Ser- 


vice while I write for Babes: I own my 


Obligations to them for their good Opi- 
nion of any of my other Writings: : But 
I content myſelf with this Thought, that 


nothing is too mean for a Servant of 


Chriſt to engage in, if he can thereby moſt 

effectually promote the Kingdom of his 
bleſſed Maſter. If the God whom I ſerve 
will bleſs my Labours, to ſow the Seeds of 
Religionin cheUnderſtandingsandHearts 


of Childr en, I ſhall hope there will ariſe a 
fair Harveſt of the Fruits of Holineſs in 


the ſucceeding Generation, and ſome Re- 
venue of Glory | to my Creator and Re- 


deemer. 


Perhaps it is not proper for me to ſay, 
and the World will hardly believe, what 


Pains have been taken in compoſing theſe 
Catechiſms, eſpecially the firſt and ſecond 


of them; with what Care I have endea- 


voured to ſelect the moſt eaſy and neceſ- 


ſary Parts of our Religion, in order to 


propoſe them to the Memory of Chil- 
dren according to their Ages; what la- 
, borious Diligence has been uſed to ſeek. 


Out 
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1 ments in the Agembly 80 Catechiſiu, or in 


„„ 

out all the plaineſt and moſt familiar 
Forms of Speech, that the great Things 
of God and the Myſteries of the Goſpel 

might be brought down to the Capact- 
ties of Children. It is not for me to ſay 
how many Hours, and Days, and Weeks, 
have been ſpent in reviewing and examin- 
ing every Word and Expreſſion, that, if 
poſſible, nothingmight be inſerted which 


| might give juſt Occaſion of Offence to 
| pious Perſons and Families, that nothing 


might be left out which was neceſſary 
ford Children to know in that tender Age; 
and that no Word, Phraſe, or Sentiment 


(if poſſible) might be admitted, which 


could not be brought in ſome calling 


| 1 within the reach, of a Child's Unders 


ſtanding. 
I am well aware that both my youn ger 


| Catechiſms will be thought defective, in 


that I have not therein warned Children 
more particularly of ſome Sins of which 
they are in continual Danger. But | was 
much afraid to make theſe early Forms 
of Inſtruction too burthenſome and tedi- 
ous. Beſides, whatſoeveris wanting either 
of the mention of Duties or of ius relat- 


ing to God or Man, may be found in 


the Explication of the Ten Command- 


my 


> 


EE ©... a 
my Preſervative from the Sins and Follies 
of Childhood and Youth; and I have re- 


commended both theſe to be read fre- 


quently, evenwhile Children are learning 
the foregoing Catechiſins by heart. 
There is another Defect, of which ſome 


will complain; and that is, there is not 


enough of the hiſtorical Parr of our Re- 


ligion brought into the two Catechi/ms of 


the Principles of Religion which I have 


written for Children: at Jeaſt the Hiſtory 


of Adam and of the Fews, and the Hiſ- 
tory of Chrift, ſhould have had a much 
larger Share therein. But I deſire my 


Friends to conſider that at the ſame time 


while theſe Catechiſms are learning, there 
are Catechiſms of Scripture-Hiſtory pro- 
poſed alſo to be gotten by heart, accord- 


ing to the different Ages of Children, 


wherein the Narratives relating both to 
the fr/# and ſecond Adam, and to the 
Jews, are much larger; and I think this 
will fully relieve that ſuppoſed Inconve- 


nience or Defect; for there was no need 


of repeating theſe hiſtorical Tranſactions 


in both Places; and if I had added more 
of the /acred Hiſtory to the Catechiſms 


of the Principles of Religion, it would 
have made them appear tab long and 


EY tedious, £0 
But 
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But that you may be more fully ac- 


quainted with the Reaſons of this Attempt, 


and that you may know the Method I 
have obſerved, and the Care I have taken 


in theſe Compoſures, 1 entreat you to 
read over the following Diſcourſe of the 
Excellency and Uſe of Catechiſms, and of 


| the natural and moſt uſeful Manner of 


compoſing them. 
When you have diligently, and with 


out Prejudice, peruſed this thort Effay, 


I am perſuaded you will agree with me, 
at leaſt in this general Opinion, that 


ſomething more than hath been done in 


Times paſt, ought to be attempted, in 


order to render che momentous Concerns 


of Religion more intelligible to Children, 
and that theſe my Labours are not utter- 


1y unſuited to that Deſign. 


Yet after all, I commit theſe Papers to 


your Candor, as well as to your Judg- 
ment and your practical Uſe; and while 


you labour in this moſt. neceſſary Work, 
the Inſtructing of your Families in the 
Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity, let 
your daily fervent Prayers accompany 
your private Inſtructions, that the Heart 
may beenriched with every divine Grace, 
while the Head is furniſhed with uſeful 
SO n may the of Light 
| and 


1 wi 3 | 
and Grace deſcend on all the younger 
Branches of your Houſhold, and viſit 

every menial Servant there, that your Fa- 
milies may be as Temples wherein God 


. may dwell, with all the Train of Blefl- 


ings which relate to this Life and the 
Life to come. 1 
While my want of a ſtrong Conſtituti- 
on of Body, and my neceſſary Retirements 
from the City, render me uncapable of 
paying fo many Viſits to your Families, 
and promoting their ſpiritual Welfare ſo 
much as I would gladly do, I humbly 
hope this little Book may be attended with | 
the divine Bleſſing; that your Children 
may derive from it abundant Benefit; that 
the Principles of Piety and Goodneſs be- 
ing early inſtilled into their Minds, they 
may be better ſecured againſt the Temp- | 
tations of Infidelity, Vice and Profaneneſs; 
that they may ſtand up in the following 
Age as the Supporters and Ornaments of 


true Religion, and bear up the Name of 


Chriſt with Honour in a degenerate and 
ſinful World; this is the hearty Prayer of 
Ml our devoted and aſſectionate 
Fo; Servant in the Goſpel, 
Theobalds in Hertfordſhire, 


Feb. 14, 1729-30 
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Beſt Manner of Compoſing them. 


nND- 

- M OE nn _ 

ing | SECT. I. 

ef The Duty of inſtructing Children, in Religion. 


and | 3 JUILDREN have Souls as well as 

er of 2 Men: They ſoon diſcover their Ca- 
| J pacity of reaſoning, and make it ap- 

3 pear that they can learn the Things of God 

7 |} and Religion. The great God therefore 
expects that little W be taught 
a 
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1 A DIscouRsE ou Sect. I. 
to know, and love, and worſhip him; for 


he hath not beſtowed their early Powers in 


vain. | 

Their Souls alſo in their own Nature are 
immmortal; and thouſands of them are ſum- 
moned away from this World by Death. 
The righteous Judge of the World will call 
the Small as well the Great to his Bar of Ac 


count. All thoſe whom he ſhall eſteem ca- 


pableof Duty and Sinning, mult be anſwera- } 


ble for their own perſonal Conduct; and how | 


early he will begin to require this Account, 
he only knows. Parents therefore cannot 
begin too ſoon to let Children know that 
they have Souls that muſt live when their Bo- | 
dies are dead; they ſhould inſtru& them, 
there is a future Judgment, and an Account 
to be given of their Behaviour in this Life, 
as ſoen as they have well learnt there is a a 
God, and what Duties he requires of them. 
I am by no means of their Opinion, who | 
Jet Children grow up almoſt to the Ape of | 
Manhood before their Minds are informed of 
the Principles of Religion. TheirPretence is, 
that the Choice of Religion ought to be per- 
fectly free, and not biaſſed and influenced by 
the Authority of Parents, or the Power of 
Education. But ſurely the great God who | 


- framed the Soul of Man, hath made it capable 


of learning Religion and the Knowledge of | 
God, by the Inſtruction of others in the 
Years of Childhood, long before it is capable 


of tracing out the Knowledge of God and 


Religion 
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Religion by its own reaſoning Powers; and 


why ſhould not Parents follow the Order of 
God and Nature ; why ſhould they not in- 
ſtruct Children in the Knowledge and Love 
and Fear of God, as ſoon as they are capable 
of theſe divine Leſſons, and not leave them 


to grow up to their full Bulk and Size, like 
the Offspring of brute Animals, without God 


and without Knowledge ? 5 
Beſides, doth not the very Light of Na- 
ture teach us that Parents are intruſted with 
the Care of their Children in younger Vears, 
to furniſh their Minds with the Seeds of Vir- 
tue and Happineſs, as well as to provide for 


their Bodies Food and Raiment? Are Parents 


bound to take care of the Fleſh that periſhes, 


and yet left at a looſe, and unconcerned to 


take any Care of immortal Spirits? Muſt they 


be afraid to teach their Children the beſt Way 


they know to everlaſting Life, for fear leſt 


they ſhould believe and practiſe it before their 


Reaſon is ripe enough to chuſe a Religion for 
themſelves? Will they let them trifle away 
their Childhood and Youth, without the 


Knowledge and Love of God, for fear they 


ſhould learn it too ſoon, or leſt they ſhould 
build their Faith and Practice too much upon 


the ſuperior Age, Character and Authority of 
their Parents 


But let us enquirea little, What was this 
ſuperior Age and Knowledge, this ſuperior 
Character and Authority of Parents deſigned 
for, if not for the Care, Inſtruction and Go- 

| B 2 vernment 


— A Dirscovrse on Sek. I. 
vernment of their tender and ignorant Off- 


ſpring? And can we imagine this paternal 
Authority, Inſtruction and Government 


ſhould reach toevery other Part of the Child's 


Conduct, and exclude his Religion? Muſt the 
Parent give him the beſt Inſtructions he can 


in the Affairs of this periſhing Life, and refuſe 
or neglect it in the Things of everlaſting Mo- 
ment and divine Importance? Is it not infi- 
nitely better that Children ſhould know and 
ſerve God, becauſe their Parents teach them 


todoit, than that they ſhould be utterly ig- 


norant of God, and live in a ſtupid Neglect of 
him and his Service? Can a religious Parent 


- fatisfyhimſelf withthis philoſophicalPretence 


of not biaſſing the Judment of his Children, 
and let them go on, and die before they ar- 


rive at Manhood, in a State of ſhameful Ig- | 
norance and Rebellion againſt their Maker? 
Are Children intruſted to the Affection and 
Care of Parents by the God of Nature, for 
ſo deplorable an End as this? And will the 
Life and Soul of the Child never be required 


at the Parent's Hand ? JF 
There may be many Hours and Seaſons of 


Life, when Parents may give notice to their 
Children as they grow up to Maturity, that 
Religion ought to be a Matter of their ratio- 


nal Choice. T hey may be taught to examine f 
the Principles they received from their Educa- 


tion, and to ſettle their Faith and Practice 
upon ſolid Grounds: But in the mean time 
Children ought to have ſome Notices, of the | 
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great God who made them, inſtilled into their 
Minds from their very Infancy. They ought. 
to be led into that Religion in which their Pa- 
rents hope to obtain Acceptance with God, 


and Happineſs in the World to come. This 


is the univerſal Voice of Nature, and it ex- 
claims aloud againſt thoſe humorous, ſlothful 
or cruel Parents, who bring their Children 
into a dangerous World, and intoa State of 
Exiſtence which has no End ; and yet takeno 
Care to inform them how to eſcape the Dan- 
gers of this World, nor how to ſeek the Hap- 
pineſs of their endleſs Exiſtence. 5 

_ Thisis the ſolemnAppointment of Heaven, 
by expreſs Revelation. The Command of 
Moſes the divine Lawgiver, the Proverbs of 


Solomon the wiſeſt of Men, and the ſacred 


Epiſtle of St. Paul, the greateſt of the Apoſtles, 
alk eoncur, and repeat this Advice, To teach 
the Wards of God to Children diligently; to 
train up Children in the Way they ſhould go 
and to educate them in the Nurture and Admo- 
nition of the true Religion. See Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
Prov. xxii. 6. Eph. vi. 4. | 1 
And ſurely, If Parents had but that juſt 
Share of Tenderneſs and Affection for their 
young Sons and their Daughters, that Nature 
requires, or that Scripture enjoins; if they did 
but look upon them as little Parts of them- 
ſelves, theyeould not forbear to acquaint them 
with the Things that belong to their everlaſt- 
ing Welfare. I might add this alſo as a final 
Conſideration, That if Parents take no Care 
T B 3 to 
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6 A DrscoursE on Sect. II. 
to inform their Children of the Duty they 
owe to God, they will quickly find that Chil- 
_ dren will pay very little Duty to their Pa- 
rents; and they will read their own Crime 
of ſhameful Negligence toward God, in the 
— of their Offspring againſt them- 
elves. | . 


———_— 


8 1 TI; 
Of inſtructing Children, partly by Reaſon, and 
partly by the Authority of the Parent. 


B Iwill ſuppoſe Parents are convinced 
of their Duty totheir Children in this re- 
ſpect, though ſome Doubts may remain whe- 
ther they ſhould begin this Work of Inftruc- 
tion from their very Infancy; now I know no 
Reaſon why this Bleſſing ſhould be withheld 

from Children when they are firſt capable of 
receiving it. As ſoon as the young Creatures 
begin to make it appear that they have Under- 
ſtandings, and havelearnt the Uſeof Words, 
they may lay out the early Exerciſes of Rea- 
ſon in the Things of Religion. Children of 
ordinary Capacity, at three Years old, or a 
little more, may be taught to know that the 
Heaven and the Earth, and the Birds, and 
the Beaſts, and the Trees, and Men and Wo- 
men, did not make themſelves; but that there 
is ſome Almighty Being that made them all, 
though they cannot ſee him with their Eyes: 
And they may be inſtructed in a Way of 
8 1 eaſy 
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eaſy Reaſoning in ſome of the moſt evident 


and moſt neceſſary Duties which they owe to 
the great God, whom they ſee not; almoſt 
as ſoon as they are taught the Duties of Love 
and Obedienceto their Parents, whom they 
ſee daily. By little and little they may be in- 


formed, and made to ſee that they are finful 


Creatures, that they have offended the Great 
God that made them, that they cannot ſave 
themſelves from his Anger; and thus they | 
may be led to ſome Acquamtance with Jeſus 
Chriſt the only Saviour. „ 
It is eertain that we ought to teach Chil- 


dren and ignorant Perſons the Knowledge of 


Religion in a rational Way, as far as they are 


capable of receiving it; though | confeſs it is 
not an eaſymatter, to make them underſtand 


the Grounds and Reaſons of every Part of that 


Religion which they may be taught to believe 


and practiſe. There are ſome Things there- 
fore, that in theſe younger Years of Life a 
Child muſt take entirely upon the Credit and 
Authority of the Parent, or Maſter; ſuch as, 
The Immortality of the Soul, the future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments, and the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. The Bible 
is the Sacred Book which contains the Reli- 
gion of Chriſtians; but it is impoſſible to lead 
ages. Children in thoſe Arguments where- 
we prove the Authority of the Bible. 
J his therefore muſt be taken upon truſt, and 
the Child's Faith of it muſt be built upon the 
Teſtimony ef his Parents and Teachers, till 


EE. | Re 


$ Fa 1 Discovsss en Se. III. 


he is capable of examining theſe Things for 
himſelf 


= 0 mu 


N M- 


Short Summaries of Religion are neceſſary for 
the Ignorant. 


N OR yet is it enough to teach Children | 


to read, and then to put the Bible into 
their Hands, and to tell them, Here lies your | 
Religion, and you mu uf find it out as well as 
you can. The great God, who has ordained 
the Holy 3 to be the perfect Rule of 
our Faith and Practice, and ſufficient of itſelf, 
without the Helpof human Traditions, hath 
alſo appointed that in the ſucceflive Ages of 


Mankind there ſhould be ſome Teachers and 
Inſtructors of others, to point out to them 


what Uſe is to be made of theſe Sacred Vo- 
lumes. Parents, by the Laws of Nature and 
Scripture, are veſted with this Office: They 
muſt teach Children how to draw their Reli- 


gion out of the Bible, and render the Know- 


ledge of Divine Thoughts more eaſy, by ſhew= _ 


ing them how to diſtinguiſh the moſt uſeful 


Parts of Scripture from the reſt, and which 
are the moſt neceſſary Doctiines and Duties 


of Reli igion, as they are derived from the 


Word of God. Without ſuch Helps as theſe, 
the more ignorant and illiterate Part of Man- 
kind might turn over the Leaves of their Bi- 
ble a 1 Time, before they could _— for 

them 
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| themſelves any tolerable Scheme of their 


Duty to God or their Fellow-Creatures. I 


1 knew a Perſon, who falling under ſenſible 


| Convictions of her want of Religion and Pie- 
ty toward God, and having been told that 


the Bible was the Book whence ſhe was to 


7 learn her Duty, reaſoning thus with herſelf, 


“ Where ſhall I find the Beginning of my 


1 Duty to God, but in the Beginningof this 


©. Book ? And ſo ſhe betook herſelf to read 


ak wo 
We muſt conſider that the Bible is a large 
Book, and it contains the Hiſtory of Man- 


= 
+& 


4 ſeveral of the firſt Chapters of Geneſis. She 


Jaboured and wearied herſelf in that Search 


= 5 with very ſmall Advantage, till by the Infor- 


mation of other Chriſtians, and Attendance 


on the Miniſtry of the Word, ſhe was led 


into the Knowledge of the chief Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which are ſcattered up 
nd down in ſeveral Parts of the Word of 


kind, and particularly the Church of God,. 
from the Beginning of the World. Herein. 
are recorded the ſeveral Diſcoveries of: the 
Mind and Will cf God in every Age, accord-, 
ing to the Neceſſities and Occaſions of Men. 
Some of thoſe Rules of Duty, which were 


given tothe Church of Go! in ancient Ages, 


are now antiquated and aboliſhed ; ſuch are 


the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of the Patriar- 
chal Religion from 7/4, ro Moſes, and the: 
more numerous Rite: af the Levitical Law. 
Many of the Doctrines and Duties of Piety 
4 | | B Ji” are: 


* 
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are alſo intermingled ſo much with the hiſto- 


rical and propherical Writings, that an un- 
learned and ignorant Perſon needs ſome kind 


Hand to point out thoſe Places where theſe 


important Truths and Duties lie; and ſuch a 
friendly Hand would ſtill give greater Aſſiſt- 


ance to the ignorant Enquirer, by gathering 


together in one View, and in proper Order, 


the more conſiderable and neceſſary Articles 
of Faith and Practice, as they lie promiſcu- 
ouſly ſcattered abroad in this large Volume of 


the Scriptures. 


This is the great Deſign of the Bodies of 
Divinity and Syſtems which have been drawn 
up, in larger or leſſer Forms, by learned Men 
in ſeveral Ages; nor is it any Derogation from 


the Honour of Scripture, when we propoſe 


theſe Syſtems for the Inſtruction of thoſe who 
are ignorant ; for we ownall their Authority 


+ +6 be derived from the Word of God. I know 


not how to ſet this Matter in a more agreeable 


0 Light than the late Reverend Mr. Matthew 


Henry has done, in a Sermon of his preached 


almoſt twenty Years ago. © Bear us witneſs. 
„ (faith he) weſet up no other Rule of Faith 


& and Practice, no other Oracle, no other 


„ Touchſtone or Teſt of Orthodoxy, but 
e“ the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
_ «« Teſtament ; theſe only are the Fountains 
c whence we fetch our Knowledge; theſe. 


& only the Foundations on which we build 


cc our Faith and Hope; theſe the dernier 
« Reſort of all our Enquiries and Appeals 
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in the Things of God, for they only are 
given by divine Inſpiration. Every other 
Help we have for our Souls, we make uſe 
of in Subordination and Subſerviency to 
the Scripture, and among the reſt, our Cate- 
chiſms and Confeſſions of Faith. Give me 
leave (ſaith he) to illuſtrate this by an Ap- 
peal to the Gentlemen of the long Robe; 
they know very well that the common Law 
of England lies in the Year- Book, and Books 
of Reports, in the Records of immemorial 
Cuftoms, and in Caſes occaſionally adjudged; 
which are not an artificial Syſtem drawn 

up by the Rules of Method, but rather hiſ- 
torical Collections of what was ſolemnly 
diſcuſſedand judiciouſlydelivered inſeveral 
Reigns, pro re natd, and always taken for 
Law, and according to which the Practice 
has always been. Now ſuch are the Books 
of the Scripture, Hiſtories of the ſeveral 


Ages of the Church, as thoſe of the ſeveral 


Reigns of the Kings, and of the Diſcove- 

riesof God's Mind and Will inevery Age, 

as there was occaſion; and theſe too are 

built upon ancientPrinciples, received and 
ſubmitted to before theſe divine Annals be- 

gan to be written. | 

“ Butthough thoſeare the Fountains and 

Foundations of the Law, thoſe Gentlemen 

know that [n/{:tutes and Abridgments, Col- 


lections of, and References to the Caſes ad- 


judged in the Books, are of great Uſe to 
them to prepare them for the Stud. the 
—_— B 6 « Originals, 


re F# DiscouRsE en Sec. III. 


«< Originals, and to aſſiſt them in the Appli- 


cation of them; but th re not thought 


c to derogate from the Authority and Ho- 
c nour of them; ſuch we reckon our Forms 
„, found Words to be. If in any thing they 
T 
(e 
6“ as they agree with it, they are of great Uſe 
« to make it more eaſy and ready to us. 
That which is intended in theſe Forms 
ce 8 Words, is not like the Council of 
4 Trent, to make a new Creed, and add it 
& to what we have in the Scripture, but to 
e collect and methodize the Truthsand Laws 
4c of God, and to make them familiar.“ Thus 
this pious Writer makes it appear, that there 
are three valuable Ends att ained by framing 
ſuch comprehenſive Syſtems of Religion out 
of the Word of God. | 


« f. Hereby (ſaid he) the main Principles 
ce 


„ther; and by this Means they are ſet in a 


much eaſier View before the Minds of 
<< Men. Our Catechiſms ad Conſlion of 
* Faith pick up fromthe ſeveral Parts of Holy 
<< Writ, thoſe Paſſages which (tho? perhaps 
<< occaſionally delivered) contain the Eſſen- 
< tialsof Religion, the Foundations andmain 
« Pillars upon which Chriſtianity is built, 
«© which we are concerned rightly to under- 
« ſtand, and firmlyto believe in the firſtPlace, 
and then to go on to Perfection. 


« 2, Hereby 


miſtake the Senſe of the Text, or miſapply 
it, they mult be corrected by it; but as far 


of Chriſtianity, which lie ſcattered in the 
< Scripture, are collected and brought toge- 
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& 2. Hereby the Truths of God, the ſe- 
veral Articles of Chriſtian Doctrine and 
Duty are methodized and put in Order. 
It is true the Books of Scripture are writ- 
ten in an excellent Method, according tothe 
particular Nature and Intention of them; 
but when the Deſign is to repreſent the 
main Principles of Religion i in one View, 
it is neceſſary that they be put into another 
Method proper to ſerve that Deſign, that 
we may underſtand them the more diſtinct- 
ly, by obſerving their mutual References to 
each other, their Connection with, and 
Dependence upon each other, and thereby 


they appear in. their truer Light and fuller 
Luſtre. 


„23. Hereby the Truths of God are 


4606 


brought down to the Capacity of thoſe 


cc who are yet but weak in Underſtand- 
C6 ing.” 


In all this Account of Things this worthy 


Author has ſpoken ſo much of my Sentiments, 
that I choſe to ſet before the Reader in his 
own Words, the ſeveral Advantages of draw- 
ing up ſuch little Schemes of the Fine ples of 
Chriſtianity. 


SECT: 


Speaker. | 
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S8 U X( ( Iv. 


Catechiſms are the beſt Summaries of Religion 


for Children. 


N OW . among the various Forms and 


Methods wherein the prime Articles of 
our Religion have been put together in a 


comprehenſive Scheme for the Uſe of the Un- 


learned, there is none ſo proper for Children 
as that of Catechiſms. The Way of Inſtruc- 
tion by 2zue/?ion and Anſwer, ſeems to be the 


plaineſt and eaſieſt manner wherein the Know- 


ledge of Religion can be conveyed to the 
Minds of thoſe that are ignorant, and eſpeci- 
ally of the younger Parts of Mankind. This 
will appear in ſeveral Reſpectss. 

1. Hereby the Principles of Chriſtianity are 


reduced into ſhort Sentences, which are much 


more eaſy to be underſtood by Children, as 


well as to be treaſured up in their Memories. 


2. Hereby theſe divine Principles are not 


only thrown into a juſt and eaſy Method, but 
every Part of them is naturally introduced by 


a proper Queſtion; and the Rehearfal of the 


Anſwer, (which ſhould ſeldom exceed three 
or four Lines,) is made far eaſier to a Child, 


than it would be if the Child were required 
to repeat the whole Scheme of Religion by 
heart, without the Interpoſition of another 


3. This 


an 
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3. This Way of teaching hath ſomething 
familiar and delightful in it, becauſe it looks 
more like Converſation and Dialogue. I: 
keeps the Attention fixed with Pleaſure on 


the ſacred Subject, and yet continually re- 


lieves the Attention, by the alternate Returns 
of the Queſtion and Anſwer. | 

4. The very Curiofity of the young Mind 
is awakened by the Queſtion to know what 
the Anſwer will be; and the Child will take 
Pleaſure in learning the Anſwer by heart to 
improve its own Knowledge, and to be able 
to anſwer ſuch a Queſtion. And thus the 
Principles of Religion will gradually ſlide into 
the Mind, and the whole Scheme of it be 
learnt without Fatigue and Tireſomeneſs. 

I might have enlarged greatly upon each of 
theſe Advantages, which the Catechetical Me- 


thod has for the Inſtruction of Children above 


and beyond all others. I profeſs myſelf there- 
fore a conſtant Friend to Catzchiſms for the 
Inſtruction of the Ignorant. 


e 
Of teaching Children to under ſtand what they 


learn by heart, and of the Uſe of different 
Catechiſms for different Ages, 


H E great Queſtion that now remains is 
1 this, What fort of Catechiſms are moſi 
proper for the Uſe of Chiluren? The Anſwer 
is very natural, and ever at hand; Sufely 
| ſuch 


16 A Discourse on Set. V, | 
ſuch Catechiſms muſt be beſt which they can ; 


beſt underſtand, ſuppoſing that all the Arti- 


cles of Religion neceſſary for Children are | 


contained in them. 


The Buſineſs and Duty of the Teacher, is | 


not merely to teach them Words but Things. 
Words written onthe Memory, without Ideas, 


or Senſe in the Mind, will never incline a 


Child to his Duty, nor ſave his Soul. The 


young Creature will neither be the wiſer nor 
the better for being able to repeat accurate 
Definitions and Theorems in Divinity, with- 


out knowing what they meap. Suppoſe a 
—_ Perſon, who knows no Language but 
r2/iſh, ſhould ger by heart the divineſt Dac- 


trines, or moſt perfect Rules of Duty in 
French or Hebrew, what Profit would he find 
by all this Labour ef his Memory? Wiſdom | 
and Goodneſs does not conſiſt in ſuch Fatigues 


of the Brain, and ſuch a T reaſureof unknown 
Words. | | 


It is not enough to ſay, This is the 


“ maſt compleat Syſtem of Divinity, this is 
te the moſt perfect Compendium of ſacred 


& Truth, and therefore let the Child be re- | 
& quired to learn it.“ Whereas the Child 


would learn ſacred. Truths ſooner and better 
by a leſs perfect Syſtem, which might con- 
tain only the ABC of Religion, to be inſtilled 
by Degrees, than by having his little Soul 


overwhelmed a once with a fuil and accurate | 
Diſcourſe on the deeper Points of Chriſtianity. 
Surely Catechiſms of Religion for the Inſtruc- 

= | tion. | 


* 
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tion of Children, ought to be ſo framed, as to 


let the Beams of divine Light into their Mind 


Iby Degrees as they can receive it, that the 


young Scholars might have ſome Underſtand—- 


ing of every thing which they are obliged to 


learn by heart. Why ſhould not Religion 
be taught in this reſpect, in the ſame gradual 

ay as we teach other Parts of Learning or 
Knowledge? 


When a Child learns to read, do we not 


Ifirſt teach him to know the Letters, and then 


to join Syllables and Words ? After this, 
ſome ſhort and eaſy Leſſons are appointed 
him; and then ſome that are longer and 
more difficult : But we never put a young 


Child to read the molt perfect and the hardeſt 
Leſſons at firſt coming to School. So if we 
Winſtruct a Lad in any Science, whether Gram=- 


ar, Logick, or Natural Philoſophy, we 
each him firſt the moſt obvious and eaſy 


Principles, and give him a ſhort and general 


iew of that Science, and thus prepare him 
o receive the more difficult and more com- 
plicated Parts of it: Now why ſhould we 


Wot practiſe after the ſame Manner, when we 


nſtruct Children in the great and important 
Truths of Religion? Why ſhould Religion 


Pf all Things, be taught in ſuch a Way as is 


eaſt ſuited to make the Learner underſtand it? 
nd indeed, how can the Knowledge of God 


And our Duty be taught at all in ſuch a Way 


as will let us know little of our Duty, or our 
— 


18 A Discourset on Sect, V. 
God, even while we learn to ſpeak much 
about him ? . 

It is certain, that at the Age of three or 
four Vears old, a Child may be taught to 
know ſomething more than mere Words and 
Terms; he may attain ſuch Ideas both of the 
God that made him, and of his Duty to his 
Maker, as is neceſſary for his Share of Prac- 
tice in that Infant- ſtate: And yet it is impoſ- 
fible, that he ſhould then take in the deep and 
ſublime and controverted Points of Faith. At 


ſeven or eight Vears of Age he can receive 


more of the Truths and Duties of Curiſ- 


tianity than he could at four: And the ſame 
Remark may be repeated concerning a Child 


of ten or twelve Years old, and concerning 
a Youth of fourteen or fifteen, Now would 
it not be of admirable Advantage if we had 
different Catechiſms for Children and Youth, 
and Leſſons of Religion more or leis eaſy, 
in Proportion to their different Ages? Is it 
not a more defirable Thing to have ſhorter 
and longer Summaries of Chriſtianity drawn 
up in various Forms, anſwerable to the ten- 
der Capacities of Children, and the conti- 
nual Growth of their Underſtandings? Did 
not the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines at 
Maſtminſter mean the ſame Thing, when, be- 
ſides their Confeſſion of Faith, they agreed 
upon a larger Catechiſm for grown Perſons, 
and a ſhorter Catechiſm for thoſe who are 
younger or more ignorant ? It is plain they 

> | | had 
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had ſach ſort of Sentiments as theſe, and ſome- 


thing of this kind in view, by ſetting forth two 


Catechiſms, a longer and a ſhorter. 

Now if there were a Series of ſuch ſucceſ- 
ſive Catechiſms drawn up in a ſhorter and ea- 
ſier Form that that of the Aſembly, and the 


Truths expreſſed in a more condeſcending 


Manner, it would be of unſpeakable Advan- 
tage toward the inſtilling the early Knowledge 


of Religion into Mankind, even from their 
very Infancy. 


Then Parents would not be under an un- 
happy Neceſſity of teaching Children the 


greateſt and deepeſt Things of Chriſtianity 
in their Infant-Age, before they can poſhbly 
know the Meaning of them. Then Chil- 
dren need not haveſuch a long Train of theo- 


logical Phraſes and hard Sentences impoſed on 
their Memories, while by reaſon of their In- 


fancy they underſtand very little more of them 


than a-Parrot, and talk them over almoſt by 


Mechaniſm. 


e r. NL 
Of compoſing any other Catechiſms beſides that 
e the Aſſembly of Divines. 


Object. B UT why ſhould you pretend to 


write one or more Catechiſms 

after that admirable Form of ſound Words 
appointed by thoſe great Men in the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at J/e/tmin/ter ? 5 
| = | | Anſw. 
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Anſio. 1. The plaineſt and moſt obvious 
Reaſons for compoſing ſhorter and eaſier Ca- 
techiſms for young Children, are becauſe that 
of the Aſſembly of Divines contains one hun- 
dred and ſeven Queſtions and Anſwers, and 


is therefore much too heavy a Taſk for their 
Memory: Some of thefe Anſwers alſo, are 


formed in too long connected Sentences for 
the Minds of Children to comprehend or to 
remember: And there is much of the denſe, 
as well as the Style and Language of it, too 
hard for Children to underſtand . 'I heſe 
Reaſons are ſo evident to all Men, that there 
is no need to enlarge upon them. Experience 
has taught this Inconvenience to every Family 
who has tried it. | . 

Let me only point at the Cauſe how it came 
to paſs, that this Catechiſm is ſo long and ſo 
difficult. It is well known that the A//embly's 
larger Catechiſm, was not compoſed for Chil- 
dren, but for Men, to give them a large and 
full View of all the Parts of our holy Reli- 

gion. 


* Mr. Thomas Lye, one of thoſe worthy Men 
who have written an Explanation of the Aſſem- 
bly's Catechiſm, confeſſes there are hard and dif- 
cult Words and Phraſes in it: His Words are 
theſe; Try the Child's Ability to expreſs his Know- 
ledge of the Meaning of every hard and difficult 
Word or Phraſe in ihe preceding Anſwer, becauſe 10 
repeat Words, and not to underfland the Truth con- 
tained in them, is but to ad the Parrot, and profit. 
Very little. | | 
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gion. There are therefore many deep and 


dificult Points of Doctrine contained in it, 
and that in thoſe Phraſes and Forms of Speech 
which are choſen with much learned Accu— 
racy by Divines ſkilful in theological Contro- 
verſies; and it muſt be confeſſed, that in ſuch 
a complete and accurate Scheme, many Ideas 
and many Phraſes will be far above the Reach 
of any young Child in the World. Now the 
ſhorter Catechiſm is but an Abridgment of 
the larger, and was made partly with the 
ſame Deſign of Fulneſs and Accuracy; and 
it muſt be acknowledged it is a very judicious 
Abridgment. It is ſaid to be collected or drawn 
up by a Committee of Divines, and approved 


by the Aſſembly at Veſtminſter; and it is ex- 


preſſed in many of the ſame Phraſes as the 
larger. The Compoſition of it doth not ſeem 
to condeſcend quite enough to the weak Un- 
derſtandings of Children, either in the Choice 
of the plaineſt Sentiments, which are moſt 
needfu! for Children, or the moſt eaſy and fa- 
miliar Language; a Multitude of the ſame 
latinized and theological Terms are uſed in it 
as inthe larger: The chief Advantage of it for 
Learners is this, thet it is more eaſy for the 
Memory, becauſe it is ſhorter than the other, 
If this be well conſidered, the Name or 
Character of that venerable Aſſembly who 
compoſed the Larger Catechiſm for Men, and 
appointed the Shorter as an excellent Abridg- 
ment of it for the Uſe of the more-ignorant, 
can never ſuffer any Affront by having {till an 
| eaſier 
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eaſier Form of Words drawn up for the In- 


have 45 before me, who had a moſt hi 


the Uſe of Children ? And has not this been 


them to work, (namely) that even the porter 
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ſtruction of young Children in the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, to prepare them for the bet- 
ter underſtanding and more profitable Uſe of 
both their Catechiſms. 

Anſw. 2. While I make an Attempt of 
this Kind, I do no more than twenty others 
oh 
Eſteem for the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and a 
great and juſt Veneration for it. Has not 
Dr Owen, Mc Eqdw. Bowles, Mr Tho. Gouge, 
Mr A. Palmer, Mr Matth. Henry, Mr. 7. 
Noble, and other worthy Men in England; 
Mr Cotton in New-England, Mr Willſon in 
Scotland, 5c. compoled ſhorter Catechiſms fork 


the very Reaſon which has ſet moſt or all off 
Catechiſm of the Aſſembly of Divines, has 


been thought by many to be to long for young 
Children to retain in their Memory, and that 


all of them have ſuppoſed it too hard for Chil- 


dren to Underſtand ? 

What means the Multitude of Explica- 
tions of this Catechiſm by fo many famous 
Divines, almoſt ever ſince it has been writ- 
ten? Do they not all declare, that Children 


are not able to underſtand thisCatechiſmwith- 
out an Explainer? And are not all theſe Ex- 


plications much too long for young Children! 


What means the breaking of the long con- 
nected Sentences * ſome of theſe judicious 


Explainers 


j 


a a a ds do 


con- 
icious 
ainers 
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Explainers into ſhort Pieces, and expounding 


them Piece by Piece? Does it not plain] 


ſhew, that they thought many of the Anſwers 
to reach in Length far beyond the Stretch of 
the thinking Powers of a Child ? Do they not 
expreſsly tell the World ſo in their Prefaces ? 

One of theſeDivines before- mentioned, pre- 


faces his own Catechiſms with theſe Words: 
„When the venerable Aſſembly compoſed _ 


ce this Form of Inſtruction, it ſeems that few 
c of themſelves thought it deſigned or fitted 
% for Babes; ſome Anſwers being ſo long, 
and ſo full of great Senſe, that though they 
„ may recite the Words, that can be of little 
„ Benefit till they alſo apprehend the Mean- 
<« ing; for Teaching is not thruſting a Set of 
&« Words into the Memory, but helping the 


<«. Learner to underſtand what is ſaid. Hence 


& about that Time we had a Multitude of 
ce leſſer Catechiſms aiming to ſtoop to the 
6 Weak; theſe are now much forgotten. 
* Some later Eſſays J ſee to the fame Purpoſe, 
& and this I hope may be of like Uſe. After 
ce this is competently uuderſtood, then go on 
© to teach them the Aſſembly's ſhorter Ca- 
« techiſm, ſo as to fix it in their Memories 
& and Judgments.” My Heart agrees with 
this Writer, and I would ſay no more than 
what he expreſſes. OR 


I can ſincerely declare it is far from m 


Deſign or my Wiſh to exclude this Catechiſm 
out of religious Families; for if that ſhould 
once be done, I have much Reaſon to fear in 


Our 
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our Age there would ſcarce come a better in 


the Room of it. All that I preſume to propoſe 


to my Friends is, that the A{embly's Catechiſm 
might be put into the Hands of Youth when 
they are grown up to twelve or thirteen Years 
of Age, or more, and that there might be 
ſome ſhorter and eaſier Forms of Inſtruction 
provided for young Children, to lay the Foun- 
dation of the Knowledge of Religion in their 
tender Minds, and to train them up by De- 


grees till they are capable of uſing the A//em- 
 bly's Catechiſm with Underſtanding and Judg- 
ment. This Method would prepare them to 
read and learn it with far greater Profit than 


ever they would do if they learned it by heart 
in their Infancy, without knowing what it 


means. 


8 un 


The Inconveniencies of teaching Children what 
they do not underſtand. 


| HEE ſome will be ready to ſay, Where 


:s the. Inconventence of it, if Children 


learn ſomething which they did not underſiand in 


their younger Tears? When they have learned 


theſe hard Wards and Sentences by rote, they 
may come to underſtand them afterward ; and 
| hereby they will have.a Form of ſound Words 


treaſured up in their Memories, which may be 
of Uſe to them when | they come to know their 
| Now 
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in Now to anſwer this Objection I will ſpend 
ole Wl ſome Time in ſhewing the great Inconveni- 
im encies and Diſadvantages of this Way of Ca- 
nen techiſing, or of pretending to teach Children 
ars Religion by Catechiſms which are far above 
be their Underſtanding. | | 
ion Iſt Inconvenience. Then the little Creatures 
un- will know almoſt nothing but Words: They 
1eir will be ignorant of the great and neceſſary 
De- Things of Religion till ſeveral Years after, 
em- | when they come to underſtand what is the 
dg- i Senſe and Signification of ſo many hard 
Words and Phraſes. And can your Conſci- 
ences be ſatisfied to treat your Offspring at 
this rate? Shall their whole Childhood be 
ſpent till eleven or twelve Years of Age, or 
perhaps longer, without any-real or ſubſtan- 
tial Knowledge of Divine Things, reſting 
and feeding almoſt only upon Sounds? Is this 
the beſt and happieſt Way to inſti] Principles 
of Godlineſsearly into tender Minds, namely, 
to teach them Words which they cannot un- 
derſtand, in hope that they will come to un- 
pere derſtand them hereafter ? 
dren Words are but (as it were) the Huſk or 
2d in Shell of this divine Food, whereby the Souls 
rned of Children muſt be nouriſhed to everlaſting 
they Life. Though the Food is divine, it is poſ- 
and ſible the Huſk may be too hard for them to 
rds open. ls it the beſt Method for the feeding 
ay be and nouriſhing the Bodies of young Chil- 
their dren, to beſtow upon them Nuts and Al- 
monds, in hopes that they will taſte the 
= C Swects 
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Sweetneſs of them when their Teeth are ſtrong 


enough to break the Shell? Will they not be 


far better nouriſhed by Children's Bread, and 


by Food which they can immediately "taſte 


and reliſh? And do you not think that thoſe 


Children who are taught ſuch plain and eaſy 


Principles of Religion as they can underſtand, 


will grow up to ſincere Practices of Piety 
much ſooner than others, who till eleven or 


twelve Years old know little more than hard 
Words? And a few hard Words is almoſt all 


that they will know, unleſs you have taught 
them theſe divine Things in ſome plainer 


Words, and by particular Explications. 


Let us take Notice how exceeding ſolicitous 


the Apoſtle was that the Corinthian Converts, 


who abounded in the. Gifts of the Spirit, 


ſhould underſtand every Thing that was 
ſpoken in their Aſſemblies; and with what 
a ſacred Severity he ſatirizes the Practice of 
ſpeaking divine Things without teaching the 
Meaning of them. .Read his own Words, 
1 Cor, xiv. from the firſt Verſe to the 28th. 

Hear how he expoſes that unreaſonable Con- 


duct, even of Men inſpired with Gifts. J 


che Trumpet give an uncertain Sound who ſhall 


prepare himſelf ta the Battle? And ſo you, ex- 


cept ye utter by the Tongue Things eaſy to be 
underſtood —Ye ſhall ſpeak into the Air. If I 
know not the Meaning of the Voice, I ſhall 
be to him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian, and he 
that ſpeaketh ſhall be a Barbarian to me. 1 
bad rather ſpeak five Wards with my Under- 


5. flanding, 
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ſtanding, that I might teach others alſo, than ten 
thouſand in an unknown Tongue. 


Id Inconvenience. Such a Practice turns 
the learning of the Principles of Religion 


into a painful and tireſome Taſk, inſtead of 


a Pleaſure, What a huge and heavy Toil do 


you impoſe on thoſe young Creatures at four 
or five Years old, when you force them to 
learn by heart ſuch a Number of Words and 


Sentences, which they underſtand not? What 


a ſevere Drudgery are they laid under to trea- 


| ſure up in their young Memories ſuch long 


complicated Propoſitions, and ſuch a Train 
of connected Sounds, of which they have no 
Ideas? Put yourſelves for an Hour or two in 
the Place of your Children: Impoſe a Taſk 
on yourſelves to get by heart a few of the 


deep and complicated Propoſitions and De- 


monſtrations in Geometry or Algebra, or in any 
Mathematical Science which you underſtand 


not; or ſet yourſelves to learn the tenth or 


the thirty-ſixth Chapters of Geneſis, where the 
Generations of Noah and Edom are rehearſed ; 
make the Experiment, and learn thereby what 


| tireſome Burdens you impoſe on your Chil- 


dren; and judge whether this be the beſt and 


the ſweeteſt Way to inſtil Religion into them. 


Is not ſuch a dry and painful Taſk impoſed on 
them much more likely to make them out of 
love with Religion betimes, and ſetttle their 
Childhood in a rooted Averſion to that which 
is ſo toilſome, without any Mixture of De- 
light? 


N IId I- 
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IIId Inconvenience, Words which are not 
> underſtood are much more difficult to be re- 
membered. Can you imagine this is the moſt 
effectual Way to fix divine Things in their 
Memory? Would not the Principles of Reli- 
gion and Catechiſms be much eaſier learned, 
if Children underſtood the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of them as faſt as they proceed ? Would 
not the Articles of Chriſtian Doctrine and 
Duty ſlide into their Minds with more abun- 
dant Eaſe and Pleaſure ? Would they not be 
fixed much deeper in their Remembrance, if 
they took in Ideas together with their Words? 
And would they not be ſooner brought into 
Practice, and retained even to old Age? For 
by this means the Things as well the Words 
would take ſome Hold of the Memory, and 
gain a firmer Root by their Union; and the 
one would help to recall the other to Mind 
upon every Occaſion. Words and Things are 
moſt eaſily learnt together. | | 
Perhaps ou intend that your Sons and 
your little Daughters ſhould learn Arithme- 
tic, as they grow up toward the Buſineſs of 
human Life. Why do you not teach them 
this Art of Numbers the ſame Way as you 
teach the Religion, if you think it is the beſt 
for their Inſtruction and Profit? Why are 
they not ſet to learn by heart in their Infancy. 
the Definitions and the Rules of Addition, 
Subtraction, Diviſion and Proportion? You 
may as well ſay, They will underſtand 
them in time, they will learn the Meaning 


"of 
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of them when they come to Years of Diſcre- 
tion. . 

No, my Friends, you are all wiſer, and 

have more Reaſon, than to trifle at this rate 

in other Parts of Knowledge which you would 

ö beſtow on your Children: You endeavour to 

- make them underſtand what they learn by 

[ heart, whenſoever you think them fit to be- 4 

| gin that Part of Learning: And why ſhould { 


- the nobleſt Knowledge, even that of Religi- 

B on, be taught them in ſo irrational a Manner ? : 
f Why mult they be forced to get into their 5 
* Memories ſuch a Number of religious Sen- = 
0 tences and Phraſes, ſo many Years before they : 
r can graſp the Meaning of them, or ſo much 

8 as gueſs at the Senſe? | 

d But you ſay, They will come to under- 

E „ ſtand the Meaning of them hereafter.” 10 

d which I reply, | 

re IVth Inconvenience. They will not arrive at 

| the Meaning of thoſe Words the ſooner or 

1d better for having learnt them by heart with - .Y 
e- out a Meaning; but the Sound and Chime $ 
of of Words that has paſt over the Ears and the 1 
m Tongue five hundred Times, without any þ 
du Signification, will rather go on to paſs over J 
2 ſtill in the ſame mechanical Manner, and will 9 
re not ſeem to want a Signification afterward. + 
24 Thus the Children of Papiſts being taught ; 
n, from their Infancy to ſay their Pater-no/ter g 
ou and Ave-Maria by rote, and to repeat their 
nd Prayers in Latin, continue always contented . 

ng 5 | C3 x to 
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to ſay their Prayers in the ſame Manner, and 
do not want to know what the Words mean. 
And when Proteflant Children have learnt 


certain hard Words and Phraſes, which were 


taught them as their Religion very early, it 
has been found too often, by ſad Experience, 
that inſtead of learning the true Meaning of 
theſe Words and Sentences at mature Years, 
they content themſelves with having once 


learnt the Words by heart, and perhaps en- 


tirely forgot them again, for want of know- 


ing what they meant, It is five to one if 
ever they give themſelves the Trouble of 


reading and conſidering the Senſe of them, 


when once all their Leſſons are learnt, and 
they have finiſhed theſe painful Tatks of Child- 


hood. Whereas if they underſtood the An- 
ſwers of a Catechiſm when they bad firſt learnt 
them by heart, they would certainly have ac- 
quired ſome real and uſeful Knowledge of 


God and Chriſt, and Things of Religion, 


and would much more effectually retain them 
in Memory all their Lives. . 
Or if by virtue of a faithful Memory Per- 


ſons ſhould retain the Words which they have 


learnt in Childhoud, they will vainly imagine 
themſelves furniſhed with a Set of Principles 
of Religion, though they feel no Power of 
them upon their Conſcience in the Conduct of 
Life; and all this becauſe theſe Articles do not 
lie in the Heart, or even in the Underſtand- 
ing, as a Set of Principles for Practice, but 
| | | rather 
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rather in the Head or Memory, as a Set of 
Phraſes. | | 


How many Perſons are there who have 


been trained up from their Infancy by religi- 


ous Parents inthe Knowledge of ihat accurate 


Compoſition the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and 


could repeat it from End to End when they 
were very young; but they pronounced it for 
the moſt part like ſo much Greek or Hebrew? 


Perhaps if they had been bred up to read and 
ſpeak Latin from their early Years, they might 
have ſome confuſed Notion or Idea of the 
Meaning of ſeveral of the Terms derived from 
the Latin, ſooner than ſome of their School- 
fellows; but there are but few Sentences or 
whole Anſwers that they could pronounce 
with Underſtanding, or know what they 
meant; their Tongues have repeated them 
every Lord's-Day in a mechanical Manner, 
without a Meaning ; nor had they ever ac- 
quired any Acquaintance with Religion by all 
this Labour of the Memory in thoſe earlier 
Years, had it not been for the Care which 
their Parents have taken to inſtruct them by 


various Methods of Converſation, and b 
talking with them in plainer Terms and eaſier 


Forms of Words than the Queſtions and An- 
ſwers of that Catechiſm, though it be ſo com- 
prehenſive a Body of. Divinity; and the Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe it is fitter for Youths, or for 
Men, than for. young Children. 

Perhaps ic will be urged then, Why may 


not the Aſſembly's Catechiſm be ſtill taught 


C4 e Chil- 


ſev Parents or Ma 
a happy Skill inthe Definitions of Words, as 
readily to explain the Senſe of all the harder 
Words and Phraſes in that Catechiſm in very 
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« Children in their younger Years, and let 
% their Parents expound it to them?“ 


But I deſire it 2 be conſidered, (I.) That 


ers of Families have ſuch 


eaſy Terms, and to bring them down to the 


Underſtanding of Children ; they that try will 


find it no eaſy Matter; for if it were ſo eaſy 


for every Parent to do it, why have ſo many 
Divines laboured in expounding it, and pub- 


liſhed their Expoſitions? (2.) In this Method 


the young Child will not learn any whole 


Scheme or Syſtem of his Religion in ſeveral 


Years, if he muſt not arrive at it till he has 


got by heart all the Anſwers in the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, together with the Explication and 


Meaning of all the Terms and Phraſes in it; 
for the explaining of the Anſwers, to make 
young Children underſtand them, will ſome- 
tim:s be much larger than the Anſwers them- 
ſelves. And, ( 3.) it is ſurely much better to 
teach the Child a Catechiſm which is ſhorter 
in i:ſelf, that he may learn the whole early, 


and which is compoſed of ſuch eaſy and fa- 
miliar Ideas and Terms, as he can underſtand, 


without ſo much need of explaining. 

But I proceed to the next Inconvenience of 
teaching Children Sentences ſo far above their 
Underſtanding. 1 

Vth Inconvenience. May we not have juſt 
Reaſon to fear that the holy Things of our 

Religion, 


4 nt EO U —˙ „ 


tion of the Son of God, his 
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Religion, have not only been made the early 


Averſion of Children, but have been expoſed 
to Diſreputation and Contempt, by teaching 


them ſuch a Number of ſtrange Phraſes which 


they could not underſtand? How often have 
E heard Children at four or five Years old, gab- 


ble over long Sentences of Divinity in ſuch 


imperfect Words and broken Sounds, that it 
hath been ſufficiently evident it was like 
mere Gibberiſh to them? They were told in- 
deed that this was their Religion; but they 
muſt needs acquire a ſtrange Notion of Neli- 
gion by this Means; they mult think Religion 
a very troubleſome thing, which coſt them fo 
much Pains without any Pleaſure; and they 


might early begin to judge that Religion was 


a very obſcure and myſterious Matter, ſince 
they could underſtand ſo little of it; and per- 
haps under this Prejudice they never took 
Pains to underſtand it, becauſe from their In- 
fancy they were n:ade to learn ſomething as 


their Religion which they could not under- 


ſtand, | | 
Nov though I am firmly perſuaded there are 
great and glorious Myſteries in our Religion, 
which could never have been known till they 
were revealed, and ſome of them do now far 
ſurpaſs our full Comprehenſion; ſuch as the 
Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity, the Incarna- 
| Satisfaction for 
our Sins, and the Operations of the holy Spirit 
on the Minds of Men, Sc. yet in the main I 
am aſſured that Religion is a very intelligible 
2 . C 5 $a ching; 
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thing; and as it is the moſt reaſonable thing 
In the World, I am perſuaded it ought to be 
Jet both into the Memories and Hearts of 
Children in a reaſonable Way, that is, by their 
Underſtand ing. 

VIth Incondenience. Shall I add, in the laſt 
Place, If Children are trained up to uſe Words 
without Meaning, they will get a Habit of 
dealing in Sounds inſtead of Ideas, and of miſ- 
taking Words for Things; than which there 
is ſcarce any thing more pernicious to the Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding of Man; nor is there 
any thing that tends more to corrupt and ſpoil 
the Judgment in its early Exerciſes. 

And particularly ſuch a Practice is likely to 
have a more unhappy Influence in Matters of 
Religion. When we are once taught to trea- 
ſure up ſubſtantial Articles of Faith in Sylla- 
bles and Phraſes which we do not underſtand, 
at other Times we ſhall be tempted to take. 
mere Phraſes and Syllables inſtead of Articles 
of Faith; and this is the ready way, in our 
following Years, to lead us to contend even 
for humanPhraſes with furious Zeal, as though 
they were the very Subſtance of Religion, 
- whether there be any Meaning that belongs 

to them or no. 5 

The Reſult of all my Diſcourſe and Argu- 
ment tends to this one Point, namely, That 
Catechiſing is the beſt and happieſt Method for 
the Inſtruction of Children in the Principles of 
Religion, in the Knowledge of God and their 
Duty; and whatſoever Catechiſms are im- 

| Wo | preſſed 
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preſſed on the Memories of Children in their 
moſt tender Years, they ſhould be taught the 


Meaning of them as faſt as poſiible, or as fait 
as they learn them by heart. Funk 

If all theſe [nconveniencies of the contrary 
Practice cannot perſuade Parents and Maſters 


to teach Children the Principles of arg as | 


in ſuch Words as they can underſtand, I mu 
leave them to be convinced by.making the 
ſame unſucceſsful} Experiment themſelves as 


Thouſands have done before them. If they 
will put a Man's Coat on a Child, the Child 


may be cumbered with his long and looſe Ha- 


biliments, and yet be ſtarved with Cold. 


But if Perſons are convinced of the Truth 
of this Propoſition, That Children ſhould be 
taught the things of God in a Way and Man- 


ner ſuited to their Capacity and their tender 


Years, I would then humbly propoſe whether 
it would not be beſt that catechetical Forms 
might be drawn up according to ſuch Rules as 


theſe which follow. 


e 
Rules for compoſing Catech:fms for Children, 


ds we very fuſt Rule ſhould be that 


| which I have before mentioned, name- 

ly, That different Catechiſms be compoſed fer 
. diffrent Ages and Capacities, cach of which 
« ſhould rontain an Abſtract of Chriſtianity, or a 


Viel of our whale Religion in Miniature. In 
EY > C ©. | the 
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the firſt of theſe all the Queſtions and Anſwers 
ſhould be as ſhort, plain and eaſy as poſſible, 
for young Children; others ſhould be grad u- 
ally more large and full, and enter alittle far- 


ther into the Things of God, which they 


ſhould learn according to their increaſing Age, 
and the Growth of their Underſtanding; and 
the laſt of them may be that comprehenſive 


Syſtem of Chriſtian Religion, which is com- 


monly called the Aſſembly's Catechiſm. 


I. Here it will be objected, firſt, "I hat when 
Children have learned one Catechiſm, they 


will notbewilling tolearn another afterward ; 


nor will they eaſily be brought to learn three 


or four diſtin Catechiſms. 
Anſw. Experience convinces us that this is 


aMiſtake, provided the Catechiſms are not too 


long. How many Children are there who 
do at the ſame time learn the 4ſſembly's Cate- 


chiſm, and the little Catechiſm of ſcriptural. 


Names, formed of ſuch Queſtions as thefe. 
Hho was the firſt Man? Who was the firſt 
Noman? &c. And how many are there who 
have learned the Church-Catechiſm, in their 

oungeſt Years, who have afterwards learned 
the Aſſembly's? How many have learned the 


Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and yet afterwards 


have learned Mr Flavel's, or ſome ſhorter Ex- 
plicaffon? A moderate Degree of Diligence 
doth in Teachers and Learners would baniſh 
this Objection, if Catechiſms were made ſhort, 
eaſy and intelligible, ſo as to allure the Child 


to read and learn them as a Matter of Choice 
| „ | and 
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and Delight, and not as a mere Taſk and 
Burden. . 1 | 

 Obye#. II. But would it not be much bet- 
ter to compoſe one plain Catechiſm for all the 
Stages of Childhood and Youth, and let them 
learn as much as they couldWf it at four or 
five Years old, and ſo go on and learn further 


at fix and ſeven, at eight and nine and ten, 
till they have finiſhed the whole? 


An ſiu. No, by no Means: This cannot be 
ſo happy and uſeful a Method for the Inftruc- 
tion of Children; for then Children will never 
have any Knowledge of ſome of the moſt im- 
portant Points in our Religion, till they are 
eight or ten Years old, or more, and are come 
to the End of their Catechiſm: W hatſoever 
is placed in the former Part of their Catechiſm, 


they would indeed be acquainted with in their 


Infancy more largely and more particularly ; 
but they would know nothing at all of thofe 
Doctrines which ſhould naturally be placed in 


the Middle or End of it, namely, the Redemp- 


tion by Chriſt, the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, the fu- 
ture CEE and Frere and Hor, — ſe 
they have not learnt far enough in their Cate- 
chiſms. Thus they would remain too long in 
Ignorance of thepeculiar Doctrines and Duties 
of the Chriſtian Religion. Whereas ef ſome 
ſhort and compleat Catechiſm be framed for 
Infancy, by this Means Children in theſe ear- 
lier and ſhorter Formswould learn and remem- 
ber a whole Scheme of the moſt ſubſtantial 


Articles of our Religion, both in Doctrine and 
= | Duty, 
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Duty. They would attain a general and com- 


prehenſive View of Chriſtianity, ſo much as 
is {uffictent for their Practice in their younger 
Years; eſpecially if aſſiſted but a little by ſome 
plain and eaſy Converſation with their Parents 
about theſe 'Igpngs. | 
This ſhort and general View of Chriſti- 
anity will make them better underſtand the 
Scripture itſelf, whenfoever they read any of 
the chief Doctrines of Godlineſs there. I hey 
will better apprehend the Meaning of Sermons 
which they hear in public; they will mate 
eaſily take in the particular Branches and Ar- 


ticles of our hcly Religion, when they come to 


read them in the larger Catechiſms; and it 


will teach them to judge better in the Affairs 


of Religion, when they have learnt the general 
Subſtance of it in their Infancy, contracted 
into a ſhort eaſy Scheme, and brought within 


the Graſp and Survey of their Underſtanding 


in their earlieſt Years. 
Nor can it be objected here, with any Co- 
Jour of Reaſon, that in their ſecond and third 


Catechiſms they will be put to learn over again 
the ſame Things which they have already 


learnt in the firſt; for I have ſhewn, that 


though the ſame Articles of Faith and Practice 
are inſerted in the following Catechiſms, yet 
this is done in other Forms of Expreſſion, and 


with more particular Enlargements as to the 
denſe. Thus the Child, as be proceeds from 


one Catechiſm to another, will have the Ad- 
vantage of learning the ſame great Truths of 


Chri- 
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Chriſtianity more perfectly by the Variety of 
Language in which they areexpreſled, and the 


Amplification of them in more Particulars. 


T1 add further, That the Scripture itſelf in- 


timates what we find by conſtant Experience, 


namely, That when we teach Knowledge to 
Children who are weaned from the Milk, and 


 makbethem who are drawn from the Breaſts to un- 


dei ſtand Doctrine, Precept muſt be upon Precept, 
Precept upon Precept, Line upon Line, Line up- 


on Line, here a little and there a little, Iſai. 


xxviii. 9, 10. Their young Underſtandings 
mult be addreſt and allured in various and re- 
peated Forms of Speech, and their Memories 
muſt be refreſhed in an agreeable Manner, 
otherwiſe all our Teaching will be in vain. 
IId Rule. Ii the younger Catechiſms inſert only 


* "thoſe Things which are neceſſary to be known by 


Children, and which are plain and eaſy to be 
underſtood by them. s 

here are many Things relating to our Re- 
ligion, which are not only very important, but 
very neceſſary in themſelves, in order to bring 


about our Salvation, both in the Counſels and 


in the Tranſactions of God and Chrit; and 


| yet they are by no Means neceſſary to be 


known, even by Men, in order totheir [ntereſt 
in this Salvation, Otherwiſe no Man could 
be ſaved who could not enter into the incom- 


prehenſible Depths of the Nature and Counſels 


of God. There are alſo many Things needful 
and proper to be known by Perſons of maturer 


Years, which Children ſhould not be troubled 


with, 
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with, as being too far above their Underſtand- 
ings, and not requiſite for any Part of their 
Practice. I think it beſt to have ſcarce any 
Thingmentioned intheſe younger Catechiſms 
but what Children can in ſome Meaſure con- 
ceive, or of what they can frame ſome tole- 
Table Notion, what they can put to ſome pro- 
per Uſe, and what will direct, or ſome way 
influence, or aſſiſt their Practice. Thus they 
will learn Religion indeed, and not mere 
Words and Syllables. : 

Under this Head I may obſerve, that it is 
hardly poſſible to compoſe a Catechiſm for 
young Children in fo Evangelical a Manner, 
as may be done for the Inſtruction of grown 
Perſons, Young Children are more eaſily 
taught to underſtand what are the chief Du- 
ties they muſt praCtiſe, and what are the chief 
Vices they ſhould avoid; and they more rea- 
dily learn the Rewards of Obedience, and the 
Puniſſiments due to Sin. They may be taught 
indeed that they are Sinners, and that there is 
no Salvation for them but by the Mercy of 
God, and for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath ſuffered the Death which they have de- 


| ſerved; and that they muſt pray to God to 


pardon their Sins for the Sake of 7eſus Chriſt. 
This is as much of Faith in Cbriſt as they can 
well underſtand very early. But they can 
never take in the whole Scheme of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, with the Doctrines of Elec- 
tion, of Regeneration, and of Juſtification 
by Faith in Chriſt; nor be taught to diſtin- 
5 5 guiſh 


guiſh how far, and in what Senſe Forks are to 
be excluded from our Juſtification. Therefore 


if any Perſons imagine iome Expreſſions in 


theſe Catechiſms, and eſpecially in the firſt of 
them, to be too Legal, let them conſider, it 
is hardly poſſible to make the Generality of 
Children underſtand much more of the Goſ- 
pel than I have here repreſented. And indeed 
if it were poſſible, I can hardly think it pro- 
per to enter the Spirits of Children into nice 
Diſtinctions and Controverſies. 

IId Rule. Seek out and make uſe of the very 


plainęſt Wards that can convey the Ideas of theſe 


neceſſary Things to the Minds of Children. En- 
deavour to find out ſuch Ways of expreſſing 
the Things of God as are borrowed from the 
Things of Men: And as far as the Dignity of 
the Subject will permit, uſe thoſe Expreſſions 
which are familiar, and are known to Chil- 


dren in their younger Years. It is a needful 


Advice with Regard to Words, as well as to 


Things, that when we teach Children we mutt 


take the Apoſtle's Example, and provide Milt 


for Babes. 


In this Caſe therefore we are not always to 
chooſc out the molt elegant and polite Forms of 
Speech, nor even the moſt ſignificant and com- 


prehenſive Words, if they are hard to be under- 


derſtood; but we ſhould rather uſe eaſier and 


plainer, and more familiar Forms of Speech, 


which come ſomething nearer to our Ideas of 
divine Things, though they may not fully 
come up to our manly Conceptions of them; 

„ for 
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for it is much better that a Child ſhould have 
ſome tolerable Notion of the Things of Re- 
ligion, conveyed to the Mind by the plaineſt 


Words that come near to thoſe Sacred Ideas, 


than that he ſhould be taught to pronounce 
the moſt polite, the moſt comprehenſive 
| Phraſes, the moſt accurate and expreſſive 

Terms, under which he has no Notion at all 
of the Things deſigned, : 

For this Reaſon the Language of Scripture 
1s not always neceſſary to be made the Lan- 
guage of our younger Catechiſms: Indeed 
where the Words of Scripture are plain and 

intelligible to Children, they ſhould be pre- 
ferred before other Expreſſions; but ſince the 


Scripture was written for Men rather than. 


Children, ſince it abounds in metaphorical Ex- 
preflions and in Eaftern Idioms of Speech, 
ſince the Dectrines and Duties of it are not 
delivered in a ſhort catechetical or ſyſtemati- 
cal Manner, and fince they are often expreſt 
with a ſpecial Reference to ſome particular 
Time, or Place, or Perſon, and intermingled 
with long Sentences of Argument, or particu- 
lar Narratives of Fact; I cannot think it beſt 
to confine our Inſtruction of Children to the 

very Expreſhons of Scripture, when we can 
find ſhorter, eaſter and more familiar Forms of 
Speech to convey the ſame Doctrines and Du- 
ties to the Underſtanding. It is evident there- 
fore, that it cannot be always neceffary to uſe 
Scriptural Phraſes in younger Catechiſms, 
when thoſe Phraſes of Scripture are hard to be 
underſtood. | | Now 
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Now if this ſecond and third Rule were duly | 


attended to, and no Sentiments nor Phraſes 


were uſed in the Inſtruction of Children but 
what were plain and eaſy, it would cut off 


ſeveral ſuperfluous Things from thoſe Cate- 
chiſms which are written for younger Years 3 
as for Inſtance, „„ 


(1.) There would be no ſubtil Diſtinctions, 


no learned logical Explications of the deep 
Things of God, ne hard ſcholaſtie Terms 


would be mingled with our youngeſt Forms 
of Inſtruction; for how uſeful ſoever ſome of 


theſe Things may be in the following Years 
of Life, to give a more perfect Acquaintance 
with the Articles of Faith, yet when we are 
feeding young Children with Knowledge, I 


fear ſuch nice ſcholaſtic Explications would 


be like putting Gravel in their Milk, or ming- 
ling Stones together with their Bread. 

( 2.) If theſe Rules were obſerved, there 
would be no quarrelſome Controverſies 
brought into the Religion of Infants, no little 


Party- conteſts mingled with the great and ſub- 
ſtantial Things of Faith and Godlineſs: Nor 


would the forms of Queſtions and Anſwers be 
ever dreſt up in the Language of particular Par- 
ties. Where Children are taught all theſe Diſ- 
tinctions, theſe leſſer Differences, with Zeal, 
and engaged in theſe Parties betimes, it hath 
done much Injury to Chriſtianity in the ſeveral 
Nations that profeſs the Religion of Chr/t. 
Children have been made zealous Lutherans, 


Calviniſts, Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, Indepen- 


dents, 
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dents, Baptiſts, before they have been made 
Chriſtians; and it has had an unhappy Influ- 
ence to kindle and maintain the Fire and 
Fury of Parties, and to baniſh and deſtroy 
Charity and Love from among thoſe who 
agree in the neceſſary and moſt important 

Things of Religion. 1 
All the moſt neceſſary Points ſhould be 
taught firſt, and others afterwards. And it 
may be moſt proper, that when theſe leſſer Dit- 
ferences of Opinion are taught, they ſnould be 
repreſented to the Child as Things not neceſ- 
ſary to their Salvation; and conſequently, that 
Perſons of very different Opinions in theſe 
Things may be very good Chriſtians and ac- 
| cepted 


Here let it be obſerves), that l do not mention 
Proteſtantiſm and Popery, as ſome of thoſe leſſer 
Differences among Chriſtians which Children need 
nat beacquainted with, eſpecially where the Popiſh 
Religion is practiſed, and where the tender Minds 
of Children are in Danger of being infected by it. 
For Popery is the Religion of Antichriſti, and 
therefore | can hardly call it Chriftianity. In ge- 
neral indeed it includes and contains the Chriſtian 
Faith, but it is ſo ſhameful a Corruption of it by 


ſo many Mixtures of Error, and introduces ſo many 


Traditions and Iaventions and Decrees of Men, to 
join with Scripture as the Rule of Religion, thar 
Children ſhould early be warned againſt it. On 


| the other Hand, Children ſhould as earlyibe taught 


what is the great and fundamental Principle of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and that is. That the Word 
« of God alone is a ſufficient Rule both of our Faith 
« and Practice.” | | 
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cepted of God. By this Means the Seeds and 


Principles of theſe great Chriſtian Duties of 


Charity and Love and Forbearance, would be 
inlayed in the Hearts of Youth. And I might 
add alſo, that theſe leſſer Things of Religion 
would then be in a great Meaſure left to the 
Choice and Determination of Perſons in their 
advanced Years, when their Underſtandings 
are better able to paſs a Judgment on theſe 
Points, while the moſt early Catechiſms con- 
tainonly thoſe moſt important Things where- 
in the Generality of Chriſtians are agreed. 


Caution 1. Not that J would have Cate- _ 


chiſms written in ſo very looſe and general a 
Manner, as to neglect the great and glorious 
Doctrines of the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
the Sacrifice and Atonement of Chriſt for Sin, 
and the promiſed Aids of the ſanctiſying Spirit. 
It is granted indeed, that the Principles of the 
Religion of Nature and Reaſon are firſt in the 
Order of Things, and are alſo more eaſy to 


be underſtood than the Principles of Revela- 


tion and Chriſtianity, and therefore they 
ſhould begin the Child's Catechiſm; yet theſe 


Doctrines of Chriſtian Revelation ought cer- _ 


tainly to be inſerted in the Form of ſound 
Words, as early as Children can be ſuppoſed 


to underſtand them, becauſe I take them to 


be the peculiar Articles and Glories of our 
Chriſtian Faith and Hope. 


Caution 2. Nor is it at all amiſs in Parents to 


train up their Children in their own Forms of 


Worſhip, whether they be Lutherans or Cal- 


viniſts, 


firſt, or young Child's Catechiſm, Vat is 
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viniſts, Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts, Pæ- 
dobaptiſts or Antipædobaptiſts, at leaſt ſo far 
as any of their peculiar Opinions enter into 
their Forms of public Religion: It is hardly 
poſſible to avoid this; for Religion cannot be 


practiſed but it muſt be in ſome particular 


Mode, therefore Children muſt be educated 
in ſome Forms, and Opinions, and Modes of 


Worſhip; and it is the Duty of Parents to 


educate them in thoſe Ways which they think 
neareſt the Truth, and moſt pleaſing to God. 

But all that I mean here is this, that as I 
would not have theſe Particularities of diffe- 
rent Seas be made to enter into the public 
Practice of Religion farther than is needful, 
ſo it ſhould be far the greateſt Care and Solici- 
tude of Parents, to teach their Children Chr:/- 
tianity itſelf, rather than the particular and diſ- 
tinguiſhing Tenets of Sets or Parties: And 
be ſure to let very little of this Matter come 
into their younger Catechiſms. 

But I proceed to the fourth Rule. 


IV th Rule. Even among the important Things 


of Religion, there 15 no need to enumerate all the 
articulars under any General with too great Ex- 
attneſs. Vie there are many ſpecial Duties 
or Dodrines belonging to one general Head, it 
is ſufficient to reckon up three or four of the 
chief of them ; and let theſe be ſuch as are 


moſt proper for Children to know, and moſt 


ſuited to the Age and Circumſtance of Child- 
hood. So, for Inſtance, when we aſk in the 


your 
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yur Duty toward Man? It is enough to an- 
ſwer, My Duty towards Man is, to obcy my 
Parents, to ſpeak the Truth always, and be ho- 
net and kind to all. So in the ſecond Cate- 
chiſm, when we inquire concerning the Wor- 
ſip which God requires of us, it is enough to 
mention Thanks or Praiſes for Mercies receiv- 


ed, Prayers = Mercies wanted, and diligent 


Attention to his Word; nor is there any need 
in this Place to ſpeak of Adoration, Confeſſion, 


Humiliation for Sin, Self-refignation, Truſt and 
Dependence, though they may be all included 


in the large Idea of Worſbip. | 

We find that God himſelf, when he wrote 
his Laws on Tables of Stone for the People 
of Iſrael, which was the Infant State of the 


Church, practiſed that very thing which I now _ 


propoſe. Inſtead of a long and particular De- 


tail of the Duties of Piety which belong to the 


firſt Table, ſuch as the Adoration and Fear of 
God, the Love of God, and truſting in him, 
obeying his Will, and ſubmitting to his Provi- 
dences; he ſums all theſe up in general in the 
firſt Command, Thou ſhalt have no other God 
before me: Or, Thou ſhalt have me for thy only 
God: But he particularly forbids Idolatry and 
the Abuſe of God's Name, and enjoins the holy 
Sabbath of the ſeventh Day, and all in diſtinct 
Commands, becauſe he would inculcate theſe 
Things in a ſpecial manner on the //raelites, 
as peculiarly proper for their State and Cir- 
cumſtances. | 


If 
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If in the youngeſt Catechiſms we were to 
reckon up lon 8 

Doctrines and Duties which are contained in 
the more general ones, the Memories of Chil- 
dren would be over- burdened, and their tender 
Minds confounded with too great a Variety; 
then their Spirits are fatigued, and they grow 
tired of learning; whereas if they were led 


into an eaſy Acquaintance with the great and 


general Things of Religion, and were taught 


only ſuch Particulars as are molt ſuited to and 
proper for their Age, Learning would be ren- 


dered pleaſant to them in Childhood, and they 


would eaſily arrive at a more ſpacious and ex- 


tenſive Knowledge in their growing Years. | 


Vth Rule. Among thoſe _ Points of Reli- 
gion, which are plain enough to be inſerted into 
younger Catechiſms, chuſe not rather ſuch as are 


moſt practical. Do not incumber nor entangle 


the Minds or Memories of Children with No- 
tions and Speculations which are not ſo need- 
ful toinfluencetheir Behaviour toward God or 


Men. By making every thing tend toward 


Practice which they find in their Catechiſms, 
Children will be early led into this impor- 


tant Truth, namely, That the chief Buſineſs 


of Religion is Practice rather than Notion; and 


this will have a happy Effect upon their future 


Opinions and Conduct; whereas if their early 
Catechiſms are too much taken up in ſpecu- 


lative Points and controverſial Matters, theſe 


young Creatures will imagine that Religion is 


a Buſineſs of Notion, and Controverſy, and 


Diſpu.e 


atalogues of the particular 
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Diſpute, and that it has not ſo much to do 
about the Government of their Hearts or 
Lives. | | 5 

VIth Rule. Let not the Anſwers, eſpecially 
in the younger Catechiſms, conſiſt of very long 
Sentences: But if there happen to be a Neceſ- 
ſity of giving a pretty long Anſwer to any 
Queſtion, let it be diſtinguiſhed into ſhorter 
Parts, with ſuch Plainneſs and Evidence, that 
the Child may find apparent and ſenſible 
Breaks and Reſts in jt. This will much aſſiſt 
the young Underſtanding, which is not able to 
comprehend the Senſe of one continued Sen- 
tence prolonged into many Lines; and it will 
be greatly helpful to the Memory, both in get- 
ting the Anſwer by heart at firſt, and in the 
Recollection of it upon every Occaſion. In all 
the long Anſwers in the Catechiſm for Chil- 
dren you will find this Rule obſerved. 

VIIth Rule. Let the Qugſtions and Anſwers 
fland in ſo eaſy, ſo natural, and ſo happy a Con 
nexton with each other, that every Anſwer may 
become the Occaſion of ſome following Queſtion; 
and, as much as may be, let it be the Occaſion of 
the very next Duerſtion that follows. The Me- 
mory of the Catechiſer will be greatly aſſiſted 
hereby, and he will by this Means have the 
Queſtion ready; and he will allo appear te 
aſk no Queſtions but what are neceſſary for the 
Child to anſwer : Thus the Child will ſeem 
to be under a Neceſſity of Learning an An- 

{wer to every Queſtion, becauſe the Queſtion 
itſelf ariſes from his own Words. 3 


D VIIIch 
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VIIIth Rule. Let the Quęſtions and Anſwers 
ze framed in ſuch a Manner that the Child may 


find himſelf, and his own Caſe, and his own In- 
tereſt, concerned in them all the Way. I would 
adviſe therefore that at leaſt in the Queſtions 


of the younger Catechiſms, they ſhould fre- 
quently uſe the Pronouns you and your, as 
What muſt you do to be ſaved ? And the An- 


ſwers ſhall as often uſe the Words J, and my, 


and mine, namely, I muſt be ſorry for my Sins, 


. &c. | 


I think this Form of Inſtruction will impreſs 
» Children much more ſenſibly, and lead them 


ſooner to practical Godlineſs, than if the Cate- 


chiſm ſpeaks only in the third Perſon concern- 


ing Mankind in general; for whatſoever we 


ſpeak concerning Man to Men, Children will 


hardly think themſelves ſo much concerned 


In it. | | | 
IXth Rule. Upon this Account I think the 
very Frame and Order of Things in younger Ca- 
techiſms, ſhould be ſo compoſed, as th af Children 
may be led into inward and practical Religion as 


faſt as the Knowledge of it is let into their Minds: 


Let them be acquainted with their Duty to 
God immediately upon their being led into 
the Knowledge of him: As ſoon as they are 
taught what Sin is, they ſhould be convinced 


that they are Sinners, and have need of a Sa- 


viour ; and at the ſame Time as they are in- 
formed who this Saviour is, and what he 
does for our Salvation, they ſhould be told 


alſo what is their Duty with Regard to him, 
and what they are to expect from him, or _ 5 
he 


God for his Sake, 
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The moſt natural View and Order of 


Things in which the Chriſtian Religion can 
be repreſented uſefully to the Minds of Chil- 


dren, ſeems to be this that follows, | 
Fir/t, Let them be taught that God is their 
Maker, and that they are made on purpoſe to 


know and ſerve him, and be happy in his Love. 


Then let them be led to ſeek the Know- 


ledge of God, and their Duty, out of his 
Word, the Holy Scriptures; for to learn it 


by the Light of Nature is too hard a Taſk for 
young Children. | 

When you have ſhewn them who God is, 
and what is their Duty to God, himſelf, and 


to Man, by the Command of God, let them 


then have ſome Notice and Conviction that 
they have not fulfilled their Duty, but that 
they have broken the Law of God, and are 
fallen under his Anger. And here may be 


introduced the Doctrine of Original Sin in a 


brief Manner, as far as the Child can under- 


ſtand it; but in the very firſt Catechiſm it is 


hardly neceſſary for a young Child of four 
Years old, e 
Then comes in naturally that great Queſ- 
tion, How can we hope to be ſaved from the 
Anger of God? And thus the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel comes neceſlarily into Sight, namely, 
The Incarnation of Chriſt, and his Death in 
the room and ſtead of Sinners ; the Duty of 
Repentance for Sin; the Belief and Hope of 


pardoning Mercy from God for the Sake of the 


Sufferings of Chriſt, Sc. And when Chil- 
3 dren 
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dren are alittle elder, in the ſecond Catechiſm 
we may proceed to a larger and more particu- 
lar Account of the Perſon of Chriſt, of his 
Aſcenſion to Heaven, his Interceſſion and his 
Government there, of Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and our particular Obedience due to 

Alfter this it is reaſonable to ſnew the Child 
his Inability to fulfil theſe Duties by his own 
Strength, and to lead him intothepromiſed Aid 
of the Holy Spirit, as far as his young Under- 
ſtanding can receive it, together with the other 
Means and Helps with which God has fur- 


niſhed us in order to aſſiſt us in our Way to 


Heaven, namely, The Bible, Miniſters and 
Sacraments, _ | | 
And when we have thus done the Will of 
God in this World, it is neceſſary to bring 
Death into Sight, and the Exiſtence of the 
Soul after Death, and Chriſt's coming to 
Judgment to call all the World io Account for 
their Behaviour in this Life: And to let Chil- 
dren know, that the Effects and Conſequence 
of this Judgment will be the eternal Happi- 
neſs of the Righteous, and theeverlaſting Pu- 
niſhment of the Wicked. 
Theſe future TranſaCtions are ufually the 


moſt powerful Motives to Religion in the 


preſent Life, and therefore it is fit Children 


ſhould be acquainted with them betimes. 


Now when theſe Things are comprized in 
about four and twenty Queſtions in the firſt 


_ Catechiſm for Infancy, and in about ſeventy or 


. eighty 
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eighty in the ſecond *, the Chud will have had 
a whole Scheme of the Chriſtian Religion, 
both in the Doctrines and the Duties of it, let 
into his Mind in a ſhort and compendious 
Manner in each of theſe Catechiſms; and this 
is ſufficient to direct and influence the chief 
Part of his Practice in thoſe younger Vears of 
Life, till growing Faculties ſhall render him 
fit for further and deeper Acquaintance with 
the Doctrines of Chriltianity, 

For this Reaſon I beg Leave to ſay, that the 
Catechiſm compoſed by the Aembly of Divines, 
as comprehenſive and valuable as it is, yet is 
not ſo fit for young Children, not only becauſe 


it is too long for their Memories, as contain- 


ing above a hundred Queſtions and Anſwers, 
and ſome of them too aie pretty long and hard 
to be underſtood ; but becauſe there is ſcarce 
any Thing practical taught the Child till he 
has learnt more than one third Part of it. This 


Book is certainly leſs proper for Children, be- 
cauſe the high-{t Myſteries of Chtiſtianity, 


and all the more ſpeculative and ſublime Doc- 
3 trines 


 * Note, In the Preface to the ſecond, or Child's 
Catechiſm, I have ſhewn that there are about 
twenty ſix Queſtions and Anſwers which may be 
omitted in the firſt t-aching ot it, if P-rents think 
it toe long, and 1 have marked them oui for that 
Purpoſe: By this Means be ſlecond Catechiſm will 


be reduced to about fifty Queſtions, But let the 
other twenty ſix be learned before rhe Child pro- 


ceeds to the — s, which I call the Teurſ's 
Catechi/ m, 
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trines of the Goſpel are laid down in the firſt 
Part of it, as far as Queſtion 3g, which per- 
haps takes up a whole Year's Toil and Labour of 
Memory before the Child is taught any Thing 
practical, either of its Duty to God or its Duty 
to Man: As thougha Child need not be taught 
God's Commandments nor his own Duty, 
till he hath Jearnt the Infinity and Eternity of 
God, the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, the 


Decrees of God, the Covenant of Works 


made with Adam as our Head, our original 
Sin and Miſery by the Fall, the Doctrine of 
Election and Redemption, the Conſtitution of 
the Perſon and the Offices of Chriſt, his Hu- 
miliation and Exaltation, together with the 
Application of his Redemption by the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, the Benefits of Juſti- 
fication, Adoption and SanQifcation, and the 
Happineſs of Believers at their Death and Re- 
ſurrection; for all theſe Things are intro- 
duced as Matters of Faith before any Rules 


of Duty are mentioned. 


Though it be granted that theſe are glori- 
ous Parts of our Religion, and may be taught 


as ſoon as a Child can underſtand them, yet I 


humbly conceive it cannot be neceſſary to with- 
hold a Child from the Knowledge of his Duty 
to God and Man till he hath learned all theſe 
ſublime Doctrines. It ſeems to me a much 
more natural Method, firſt to ſnew the Child 
the Law of God, with his Duty to obey it, 
and then to convince him that he has broken 
this holy Law, and that he is expoſed to God's 


Dif. 
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Diſpleaſure here and hereafter : Now upon 
this View the Goſpel of Chri/t eomes in as a 
moſt glorious Relief, and the Child will un- 
derſtand and ſee how much he hath need of 
ſuch a Goſpel and ſuch a Saviour, and he will 
attend with more ſerious Diligence to the 


Name of Jeſus, and the bleſſed Diſcoveries of 
Grace, when he finds he is expoſed to the 


juſt Anger of God for his Sins if he does - 
not betake himſelf to this Relief. 


Xth Rule. It may be proper enough in the 


larger of theſe Catechiſms, or thoſe which are 
compoſed for a Youth of 12 or 14 Years of Age, 
that the whole Scheme or Method be different from 
thoſe which are framed for mere Infancy or Child- 


Hood. So the Aſſembly's Catechiſm is written in 


a different Method from thoſe which I have 
compoſed for younger Years, though the ſame 


Religion and the ſame Goſpel is exhibited in - 
both. 


By ſuch a Diverſlty of Methods young Per- 


ſons will ſee the ſame Truths ſet in a different 


Light: And it may be of conſiderable Uſe, 
eſpecially to thoſe of a brighter Genius and 
better Parts, to turn their Religion on all Sides, 


and learn how beautiful it is in every Situation; 
to obſerve how happily all the Parts correſpond 
with one another, and all conſpire inthe Glor 

of God, the Honour of Chriſt, and the Salva- 
tion of /inful Man. But I think, for all the 


younger Catechiſms it is much better they 
ſhould be formed in the very ſame Method, 


leſt while- Children are very young and ig- 
norant, Variety of Methods ſhould embarraſs 
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rather than enlighten them: For this Reaſon 
I have framed my two firſt Catechiſms on the 
very ſame Plan. 5 3 

XItp Rule. In thoſe younger Catechiſms, where 
the Scheme and Method is much the ſame, let the 
Queſtions and Anſwers be expreſſed in different 


Forms of Words, and the Manners of Inquiry 


and Reply bear a little different Turn, even though 
the Senſe may be the very ſame. This will have 
two conſiderable Advantages init: (I.) The 
Child will not be ready to intermingle the An- 
ſwers of the younger and elder Catechiſms to- 


| gether; which he would perpetually do if the 


Queſtions were expreſſed in the ſame Words, 


or if the Anſwers begun in the ſame Forms of 


Speech. (2.) TheChild will gain more Know- 


ledge of the Things of Religion, and of the 


Language of Chriſtianity, by having the ſame 
DocGirines and Duties ſet before him in diffe- 
rent Forms of Speech, as his Age and Under- 


ſtandin g advances. | 


But if in compoſing two ſuch Catechiſms, 


any Perſon ſhould think there may be a Ne- 


ceſſity of repeating the very ſame Queſtion in 
the ſame Words, then let the Anſwer be ex- 
acily the ſame too; and then a Child will be 


under no Danger of Miſtake, nor of inter- 


mingling one Catechiſm with another. 


Xilith Rule. Let there be one or more well-_ 


choſen Texts of Scripture added to ſupport alina 
every Anſwer, and io prove the ſeveral Parts of 
it, This will ſhew the Child that we own 
the Scripture, or Word of God, to be the di- 
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vine an ſupr me Rule of our Belief and Prac- 
tice, and that this Catechiſm is borrowed from 


the Bib]-:, as the great Source aud Original of 


out holy Religion; this will make him know 
betimes that his Catechiſms are not to be put 


in the room and place of the Bible. All the 
Works of Men may be capable of Miſtakes, 
bur the Scripture is the 06:1v infallible and cer- 


tain Rule of all rev:aled I'ruth and chiiſtian 
Knowledge. It will a)ſo have another good 
Effect, and that is, it will by degrees lead the 


Child inte the underſtanding and remembrance 
of {ome of the moſt uſetul Texꝭs of dcripture, 
on which the chi f Articles of Chriſtianity are 
founded, and furniſh his tender Mind with 
the rich Treaſure of the Word oft God, 


Vet in the very youngeſt Catechiſm perhaps 


little Children wou!d find this Addition of“ 


Scripture too tireſome and tedious, nor would 
it be of any conſiderable Uſe till they are old 
enough to compare the Arſwers in the Cate- 


chiſm with the Words and Senſe of Scripture, . 


and to obſerve how one correſponds with the 


other; therefore I have omitted the ſcriptural | 
Proofs in the fir Catechilm, though | nave 


with Diligence and Care collected and added 
them to the ſecond: and in the Afenibly's 
Catechiſm, which is a Catechiſm for Youth, 
this is done larg-ly in ſome Editions ot it. 
 NIſlIth Rule. /Yhen @ Catechiſm is framed, 
for Youth of twelve Yea! s or upwards, there is 
no nece{ſuty that the Terms and Phraſes which 
are ujed in it ſhouid be jo plain and familiar as 
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*n thoſe which are compoſed for Children; and 
Indeed, it is better that the Terms and Lan- 
guage of Scripture, ſuch as Juſtification, Adop- 
tion, Sancti fication, &c. ſhould be made uſe of 
here, partly becauſe it may be ſuppoſed that 
theſe Children may have acquired ſome No- 
tions of theſe Things at this Age by their reli- 
gious Education, and partly becauſe it is neceſ- 
| ſary that by this time they ſhould come to read 
the Scriptures, wherein theſe Terms are uſed, 


with a greater degree of Underſtanding ; it is 
fit therefore that this ſort of Language, in 


which it hath pleaſed God to reveal divine 
things to Men, ſhould be made more familiar 


to them while they are growing up to manly 


Ape. This Rule 1s obſerved in a good degree 
in the Aſſembly's ſhorter Catechiſm, which I 
have here inſerted in its Order for the Inſtruc- 
tion of Youth. | | 
Vet it is certain that in far the greateſt Num- 
ber of Chriſtian Families there is not Care 
enough, or there is not Skill enough in the 


Parents or Maſters to explain theſe Terms, 


and lead their Children or Servants into clear 


and eaſy Ideas of divine Things, as they are 


delivered to us in many of the Words and 
Phraſes of Scripture, or in the Language of this 
comprehenſive Catechiſm; and it is for this 
Reaſon that ſo many learned Men have ſpent 
their Time in writing Expoſitions upon it. 
But it muſt be obſerved, that moſt of theſe 


Expoſitions, inſtead of explaining the Words 


uſed in the A/embly's Catechiſms, have enlarged 


upon 


Anſwers into Pieces, and explain them in- 
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upon the Doctrines and Duties of our holy + 
Religion, to give a more full and extenſive 
View of all the Parts and Branches that belong 


to it; among which Mr. Flavel's Work is 
one of the beſt. Thoſe who break the long 


Parts, are in my Opinion of the greateſt Uſe 
to young Perſons. I think that which is ſaid 
to be written by Dr. Wallis is of this kind; 
but they are too long for Children. 

There are ſome Perions who have imagined, - 
that in order to render it eaſy for younger Un- 
derſtandings and Memories, they ſhould throw 
their whole Expoſitions into a great Number 
of Queſtions about every thing that relates to 
the Doctrine contained in each Anſwer of the 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and that the Child ſhould 
have nothing to remember but only to anſwer 
Yes or No; but l fear this is of no very great 
Uſe to younger Children, unleſs a Reaſon or a 
Scripture be added. Where the Parent or 
Maſter ſpeaks almoſt all that is ſaid in his aſæk- 
ing the Queſtion, and the Child has no more 


to anfwer than Yes or No, it gives but ſmall - 


| | Improvement to the Underſtanding; for ſince -: 


there is but one right and one wrong Anſwer, - 
the Child may happen to give the right An- 
ſwer often by gueſs, without any Knowledge 
what tne Queition means. | 
XIVth Rule. I have often thought that the 
ſhorteſt Comment upon that Catechiſni, and moſt * 
uſeful for thoſe who learn it by heart, might con- 


fit of a mere Eaplication o, the Words and 


Pbraſes 
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Phraſes which are mare difficult to be e 
placed under every Anſwer wherein thoſe Words 
are uſed, Such an Expoſition as this would: 
very little increaſe the Bulk or Price of the Ca- 


techiſm itſelf, as it would alfo be very favoura- 


ble and indulgent to the Memory of Learners. 

The particular Rules proper to be obſerved 
in ſuch an Expoſition are theſe: 8 

1. As we ſuppoſe the Vouth that learn it to 
be 12 or 14 Vears old, there will be no need of 
explaining the more common Terms and Lan- 
guage uſed in it, ſuch as, The Word of God, 
Law, Duty, Rule, Wiſdom, Power, &c. for they 
will be known at that Age to all thoſe who have 


had the Advantage of a religious Education. 
2. There need be no Explication given of 


thoſe Words which are directly and expreſsly 


explained in any of the following Anſwers of 
the Catechiſm ; ſuch as Creation, Providence, 
 _ Chriffs Humiliation and Exaltation, Sacra- 


ment, Baptiſm, Lord's Supper, &c. 
| 3: As for the Words that may be uſed in 
different Senſes, or extend to many and vari- 


_ ous Kinds of Things, I think it is not neceſ- 


ſary to ſhew in how many Senſes they may be 
taken, or how many Things they extend to, 
but rather to declare briefly what is the Senſe 
of them as they ſtand in that very Anſwer of 


the Catechiſm; as for Inſtance, the Word Sa- 
cri ſice does not always mean an Expration for 


Sin, but ſometimes it ſignifies the Offering of 


Corn, Wine or Oil, in a Way of Thankſgiving ; 
and metaphorically it is uſed for our 2 
uties 
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Duties of Praiſe to God and Bounty to the 


Poor, Heb. xiii. 15, 16. But ſince it is ap- 
plied in this Catechiſm only to the Sacrzfice 


of Chriſt, which atones for our Sins, it is bet- 


ter to define it here, ſome living Creature ſlain 
and offered up to God to anſwer for ſome Of 


fence committed againſt him: And it is my 
Opinion, that this way of explaining will lead 
an ignorant Perſon in a ſhorter, plainer, and 
eaſier Manner, to underſtand the Anſwers given 
In the Catechiſm, than if there were a long 
Detail of the various Senſes of the Word. 
4. There is a little Difficulty how to inter- 
pret thoſe Terms or Phraſes, which have been 
made Matter of Controverſy amongſt thoſe 


very Miniſters and Chriſtians who approve of 


this Catechiſm in general, and teach it in their 
Families. Now I think it beſt to let as few 
as poſhble of thoſe Countrovern-s be intimated 
or awakened: And let thoſe few Terms or 
Phraſes have their moſt general Senſe affixed 
to them, ſuch as verges towards no Extreme : 
And let them be explained in ſo moderate 
and catholic a Signification, as may not run 


high into the Sentiments of any Party, but 


may (as far as the Words will bear it) be con- 
ſtrued in ſuch a Meaning as we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe was approved by the whole vene- 
rable Aſſembly who compoſed it, and ſuch 
as is agreeable to far the greateſt Part of thoſe 
who make uſe of this Catechiſm to inſtruct 
their Children. And yet after all I cannot 
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forbear to with, that ſome few Expreſſions 
in it had been formed with a more catho- 
lic Latitude, ſo as might have given leſs Diſ- 
guſt to any pious Minds, but might have ren-- 
dered it more ann, acceptable to our 
Nation. 

5. There is another Rule that ought to be 
obſerved alſo in explaining all the difficult 
Terms and Phraſes, and that is, that if poſ- 


ſible there might no hard Word enter into the 
Explication, but that all the Terms uſed in 


the Explication of the Words might be much 
eaſier to be underſtood, and more plain and 
familiar than the Terms and Phraſes Which 
are explained, 2 | 

XVih Rule, At the ſame Time that the 


youngeſt Catechiſm of the Principles of Religion 
is leur ed, the Child may alſo begin to attain a. 


little hi ifta.. ical Knowledge o - the Bible, by way 


2 Queſti on and Anſwer. 


his ſhould be drawn 


up in as ealy, plain and ſimple a Stile as can 


well be contrived. 

I corfets the Bible is ſo large a Book, and 
contains ſo lich a Variety of entertaining 
Hiſtories, and that from ſo early a Dave as 
the Beginning of the Wo Id, that it is im- 
poſſible all the neceti.ry Things of this 
Kind can be crowded into ſo ſmall a Com- 
paſs as to be impoſed on the Memories of 


Children in their youngeit Years: I Would 
propole therefore that two Catechiſms be 

formed: The firſt ſhould- be called - A. 
Ca- : 
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Catechiſm of Scripture-Names, and it ſhould 
contain nothing but the Name of the Perſon, 
with one ſingle Character of him. This 
might be ſufficient for the Years of In- 
fancy. | | 

The ſecond, which I call the H:Ntorical Ca- 
techiſm, ſhould be framed for Children and 
Youth from ſeven Years old to fifteen, and 
ſhould run through the Scripture, in a ſhort 
Account both of remarkable Perſons. and 


Things: And as I keep my Eye on the Ca- 


pacities of Children, it ſhould be very plain, 
and have as few hard Words in it as poſſible. 
Then it will be pleaſant to young Minds, 
when it conſiſts of ſhort and various Inci- 
dents or Stories which employ and delight 
the Fancy. As it begins at the Creation of 
all Things, fo it ſhould run down to the 


Days of the Apoſtles, and the ſetting up the 
Kingdom of Chriſt among Men, which is as 


far as the Hiſtory of Scripture reaches. 

It is true, this Field is fo very large, that 
whoſoever writes ſuch a Catechiſm for Chil- 
dren, muſt neceſſarily leave out many Names 


of worthy Men which ſhould not be for- 
gotten, and a Multitude of Things which 
one could wiſh might be inſerted: And 


I am ſo well aſſured of the great Uſefulneſs 
of inſtructing Children and young Perſons 
in the Tranſactions of Scripture, that I 


have compoſed a much larger Summary of 


the ſacred Hiſtory by way of Queſtion and 


Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, which lies by me, and perhaps here- 
| after may ſee the Light. But the Deſign of 
the preſent Catechiſm for the Inſtruction of 
| tender Years, mult limit it to a very natrow 

Compaſs. Many valuable Monuments of 

ſacred Antiquity muſt be omitted, left the 

Fancy of Children be overwhelmed and cloy- 
ed, as well as thcir Memory over-burdened, 

eſpecially conſidering they are learning ſome 

Catechiſm of the Principles of Religion at the 
fame Time. N IP 
The ſpecial Parts of the ſacred Hiſtory, 
which ſhould be inſerted into theſe two Cate- 
chiſms, are chiefly ſuch as theſe, namely, 
1. Thoſe that will naturally lead the Child 
into the Knowledge of God as the Maker, 
the Governor, and the Judge of the World: 

Therefore there ſhould be mentioned ſeveral 
of the Works of God, as the Creation of all 
Things, the Intereſt of Providence in the Af- 

fairs of Men, and paiticularly the Rewards 
of the Righteous, and the Puniſhments of the 
| Wicked. | 3 * 
5 2. Thoſe Parrs of Hiſtory that are moſt 
5 neceſſary or uſeful, in order to underſtand 

the Doctrine of the Goſpel' and the Keli- 
gion of. Chriſt the better; ſuch are, the 
Tranſactions with Adam in his Creation and 
in his Fall, the Promiſe of the Meſſiah to 
Abraham, the Conduct of God towards the 
Jews in their Travels from Egypt to Canaan, 
tome of the Laws and Ordinances which he 

| gave 
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gave them by the Hand of Moſes, the Doc- 
trine of Sacrifices and the Prieſthood, the 
Care of God for his choſen People of 1ſrael 
under their Judges and their Kings; their 
Sins and the Puniſhment of them; their Cap- 
tivity in Babylon and Reſtoration to their own 
Land; the Life, Miracles, Death and Re- 
ſurrection of Chri/? the Son of God; his Com- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, 
and their amazing Succeſs in converting both 
Jews and Gentiles. | 

3. There ſhould be inſerted alſo ſome of 
thoſe Incidents of the Old Teftament which 
are rehearſed in the New, to ſome very con- 
fiderable and valuable Purpoſes in the Chriſ- 
tian Religion; ſuch are the Affairs of Noah, 
Abraham, Facob, Moſes and Aaron, Foſhua 
and David, Elija and Elia, Fonah and 
Daniel, &c. | FER Re 

4. Such as will give occaſion to a Child 
eaſily to draw ſome moral or religious Leſ- 
ſon by plain and ſhort Inferences, and parti- 
cularly ſuch as relate to Farents and to Chil- 
_ dren, in which their Stage of Life has a 
very peculiar Intereſt, Therefore it may 
be proper to inſert the Carriage of Cain to 
bis Brother, and that of Ham, Shem, and 
Japheth to their Father, and of Joſeph to his 
Brethren; the Carriage of Eli to his Sons, 
the Characters of Samuel and Fofiah, of Ti- 
mothy, and of Chriſt himſelf, in their younger 
Years, : Ft : 8 

For 
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| For the ſame Reaſon it is fit to mention 
the Rebellion and Death of 46/alom, the Le- 


. proſy which was inflicted on Gehazi, and 


Death on Ananias and Sapphira for telling a 
Lye, the Slaughter of the Children that mock- 


ed Eliſha by a Bear, &c. that Children may 


be warned againſt theſe Sins to which they 


are molt liable. | 
5. Such Hiſtories ſhould have ſome Place 


here as are moſt univerſally known by all 


Chriſtians, and are moſt frequently mentioned 


in Converſation, and taught in religious Fa- 


milies; eſpecially if they have any Thing mar- 


vellous or extraordinary in them; for this 
more ſenſibly attracts the Minds of Chil- 
dren and gives them moſt Delight in Learn- 
ing. Upon this Account, in the Old Teſta- 
ment, the Books of Geneſis and Exodus may. 


perhaps have rather a larger Share in theſe 


Catechiſms, bes 
It may be obſerved alſo in the. Deſcrip- 


tion of the Character of a Perſon, we need 


not always uſe that Character which is moſt 
conſiderable in itſelf, but that which will 
molt ſenſibly ſtrike the Minds of Children : 
And ſo in the Deſcription of Places, we need 
ſay little or nothing of their geographical. 
Situation, which would be uſeleſs to Children, 
but we ſhould rather deſcribe them by the 
moſt remarkable Circumſtance of Scripture- 


| Hiſtory that related to them. Nineveh is the 


great City where Jonah was ſent: to preach, 
„ and 
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and Antioch ſhould tbe deſcribed as the City 


where the Diſciples of Chriſt were firſt called 
Chriſtians. In like Manner, in the Stories 


or Narraiives, we may better neglect ſome 


Action really more conſiderable in itſelf, to 


inſert another which ſome Readers may think 


leſs conſiderable, if it ſtrikes young Minds 
more powerfully and agreeably, and may alſo 
be of more ufe to Children. | 

There is another Rule which may be 


obſerved in compoſing the Catechiſm of 


Names, and the Hiſtorical Catechiſm, namely, 
In the Catechiſm of Names it is beſt to put 
the Name of the Perſon into the Queſtion, 
and give the Character of the Perſon in the 


Anſwer; as, Queſtion, J/ho was Adam? 


Anſwer, The firſt Man that God made; which 
I judge more proper for Children than to 
make the mere Name to be the Anſwer to 
the Queſtion; for this would burden and 
tire their Infant-Memories as ſoon as they 
can ſpeak, with mere Hebrew Words and 
hard Names, which they ſeldom pronounce 
plain. and true; nor would the Parents aſk- 
ing the Queſtion give them ſo explicit a 
Knowledyge of the Character of the Perſon, as 


if they are required to reſemble and ſpeak 


it themſelves by way of Anſwer, 
In the Hiſtorical Catechiſm, which may be 
begun to be learnt a Year or two afterward, 
we may ſometimes change this Order, and 
but the Character of the Perſon into the Queſ- 
| | | tion, 
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tion, and the Name into the Anſwer: As, 
Queſtion, ho was the firſt Man that God 


made? Anſwer, Adam: ſuppoſing that by 


this time Children are well acquainted with 
the hard Namies, and can pronounce them 
plain. And beſides, this Order of Things 
may give a better Introduction to the next 
Queſtion which relates to ſome remarkable 
Action of the Perſon mentioned. | 

In the Hi/torical Catechiſm there might be 
annexed one Text of Scripture at leaſt to 
every Anſwer; but we need only name the 


Book, Chapter and Verſe, without citing 


the Words at length, which would take up 
too much Room, and be leſs uſeful to Chil- 
dren in their youngeſt Age of Life. But 
when they come to fix or feven Y-cars old or 
more, and are able to find out any Text of 
Scripture by the Name of the Book, Chap- 
ter and Verſe, then it will be a uſeful and 
entertaining Exerciſe for them to ſeek out 


the complete Hiſtory of all thofe Perſons in 


the Bible who are mentioned in their Cate- 


chiſm. 


To conclude, ſince none of theſe Cate- 
Ehiims are very large, they may be caſily gotten 
by heart by thoſe of thirteen or fourteen Years 
of Age; and even before they are treaſured up 


in the Memory, they ſhould be often read 


by Children; and perhaps alſo elder Perſons, 
whoſe Knowledge is but (mall, may profit by 
them, But what other Rules are needful 

| 6 for 
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for the more profitable Uſe of theſe Cate- 
chiſms, ſhall be inſerted in the particular Pre- 


Faces that ſtand before them; to which I re- 
fer the Reader. 1 | | 


The Catechiſms for Children being ſo ſhort, 
it was not poſſible to inſert in them all the 
particular Sins and Follies to which that Age 
is liable; and yet perhaps nothing would be 
a better Guard againſt theſe Follies and Sins, 
than to have them in a particular Detail and 
Deſcription ſet before the Eyes of Children, 
with a Word of Caution againſt them drawn 
both from Reaſon and Scripture; this is done 
by way of Queſtion and Anſwer, not to be 
impoſed on Chidren to learn it by heart, but 
to read it frequently; and J have called it, 4 
Preſervative from Sin and Folly. 
After all our Studies and Cares in every 
Age to make the great Things of God intel- 
ligible and plain to the younger and the more 
ignorant Part of Mankind, there will be ſtill 
too much Ignorance of God, and Chri }, and 
Religion, found even in a Nation bjeſt with 
Liberty and the Goſpel : it is needful that 
Parents, and Maſters, and Miniſters, ſhould 
labour in Prayer, as well as in Writing and 
Teaching, that God may ſucceed all our Cares 
with a divine Bleſſing, that he may imprint the 
great and neceſſary Truths of Chriſtianity on 
the Souls of Children and Youth by his dun 
Spirit, that he may write the Duties of it in 
their Hearts, and make: them. legible in their 


Lives. 
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Lives. O may the riſing Generation in Great 
Britain have their Minds and Conſciences ſo 
divinely inlaid with the ſacred Articles of our 
holy Religion, that they may ſtand the Shock 
of Temptation in this Day of growing Infide- 
lity, and ſtand up in future Times to profeſs, 
defend and adorn the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and 
may theſe little unambitious Labours of mine 
for the Uſe of Children and Babes, be ſo far 
_ bleſſed of Heaven, as to bear ſome happy In- 
fluence toward diffuſing the Beams of divine 
Light in a dark World, for the Glory of our 
— and the eternal Salvation of Souls. 

= | 
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| Ogether with the ſecond Edition of this 

| Book, the ſeveral Catechiſms are at the 
fame time alſo printed in ſmall Books by 
themſelves for the Uſe of Children, according 
to their different Ages. But it was thought 
proper before they were thus printed and more 


_ diffuſed in the World, to ſubmit them once 


more to the careful Examination of ſeveral 
worthy Miniſters ; that no Word nor Phraſe 


* might be left in them which might create any 


Difficulty to the Underſtandings or Con- 
' ſciences of Children, qt which might be 
offenſive to any of their Parents or Teachers; 
ſuppoſing that they hold the common chief 

| Proteſtant 
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Protęſtant Doctrines which are generally pro- 
feſt amongſt us, though they may differ in 
their Opinion in leſſer Things. This is the 
Reaſon why ſome few Expreſſions are altered 
and made plainer, and I hope my Readers 
will agree that they are every where changed 

for the better, and that there will be no 
Occaſion for any more Changes in any fol- 
lowing Edition. Yet if any Perſons diſlike a 


Word or Phraſe, they may put another in 
the room of it. | 
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| 1* any Perſons, younger or elder, have a 
IL mind to paſs a right Judgment how far any 
of theſe Catechiſms may be neceſſary or uſe- 
ful to themſelves, let them aſk themſelves the 
Queſtions while they hide the Anſwer from 
their Eyes; or let two of them aſk each other 

the Queſtions by Turns, and then it will ap- 
pear they have need to learn the Anſwer of 
theſe Catechiſms whereſoever they are not able 
to give a tolerable Anſwer of themſelves. 
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